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The Antislavery Usable Past project uncovers and applies the lessons of past antislavery movements for contemporary antislavery 

efforts. Funded by the AHRC, our team of four professors, two postdoctoral research fellows and three PhD students is  providing a usa-

ble past of antislavery examples and methods for policy makers, civil society, and the heritage sector.  Our interdisciplinary investiga-

tion into antislavery legacies, across history and multiple geographies, shows that applied knowledge of the antislavery past offers a 

way to ‘care for the future’.  

The Antislavery Usable Past Postgraduate Research Network brings together postgraduate students and early career researchers of 

historic and contemporary slavery and antislavery studies from across a range of disciplines . The network provides opportunities to 

debate current topics in the field; to create research and learning networks; and to provide a supportive environment where research-

ers can establish valuable contacts for the future. 
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opening a gateway to the future of antislavery research 

the home of research into slaveries past and present 

The Centre for the Study of International Slavery (CSIS) supports and shares leading research about human enslavement and its lega-

cies. Founded as a partnership between the University of Liverpool and National Museums Liverpool, the Centre works together with 

other universities and organisations to develop scholarly and public activities related to slavery in its historical and contemporary mani-

festations.  

Liverpool is a stimulating home for CSIS activities. In the past Liverpool was a major slaving port with ships and merchants dominating 

the transatlantic slave trade in the second half of the eighteenth century. Today, the city’s International Slavery Museum serves as a 

starting point for different forms of engagement with slavery and abolition across time and space. 
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10:00—10:30   REGISTRATION 

10:30—10:45  WELCOME 
    Alex Woods, Hannah Jeffery, Katarina Schwarz and Rebecca Nelson 

10:45—11:45  PECHA KUCHA I — POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 
Alys Cooke, Amanda Charlesworth-Gosling, Ana Valverde-Cano, Bethany Jackson, Charlotte James, 

Faith Marchal, James Sinclair, Laura Pajón, Loria-Mae Heywood, Yvonne Eloise Mellon 

11:45—12:00  BREAK 

12:00—13:00  TABLE SESSION I — DISCIPLINARY DISCUSSIONS 
    Connecting research to policy, business and activism  

Zoe Trodd and Kevin Bales will lead the session with presentations on the future of antislavery 

work and research and their experiences of collaboration. This will be followed by interdisciplinary 

discussions between groups of participants on the issues raised.  

13:00—13:45  LUNCH 

13:45—14:45  PECHA KUCHA II — POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 
Alex Woods, Amy Weatherburn, Ben Brewster, Candice Morgan, Chloe Wilson, Hannah-Rose Mur-

ray, Jess Sparks, Lilian Okech-Appiah, Roscoe Conan D’Souza, Shona Thompson 

14:45—15:00  BREAK 

15:00—16:00  TABLE SESSION II — INTERDISCIPLINARY DISCUSSIONS 
    Gaps in the field and the value of collaboration  

Alex Balch and Alicia Kidd will lead the session with presentations on how slavery research can 

help the antislavery movement. This will be followed by disciplinary discussions between groups of 

participants on the issues raised.  

16:00—17:00  PLENARY: IDEAS TO IMPACT 
Guided discussion connecting the work of postgraduate researchers to activism and the fight to 

end slavery with particular attention to where research is heading in the future and strategies for 

ensuring that scholarship has an impact outside academia.  

17:30—19:00  WINE RECEPTION 

19:00—20:30  BREAK 

20:30—22:30  DINNER: HANOVER STREET SOCIAL, 16-20 Hanover Street 
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GROUP 4 

Chair: Alexandra Woods 

Charlotte James 

Amy Weatherburn 

Yvonne Eloise Mellon 

Lily Okech-Appiah 

Timo Schrader 

GROUP 2 
Chair: Hannah Jeffery 

Amanda (Gosling) Charlesworth 

Chloe Wilson 

Bethany Jackson 

Candice Morgan 

Laura Pajón 

TABLE SESSION II: INTERDISCIPLINARY DISCUSSIONS 

GROUP 3 

Chair: Katarina Schwarz 

Alys Cooke 

Faith Marchal 

Hannah-Rose Murray 

Loria-Mae Heywood 

Roscoe Conan DSouza 

GROUP 1 
Chair: Rebecca Nelson 

Shona Thompson 

Ana B. Valverde-Cano 

Ben Brewster 

Jess Sparks 

James Sinclair 

GROUP 1 
Co-chair: Hannah Jeffery  

Co-chair: Rebecca Nelson 

Amanda (Gosling) Charlesworth 

Charlotte James 

Hannah-Rose Murray 

Shona Thompson 

Timo Schrader 

TABLE SESSION I: DISCIPLINARY DISCUSSIONS 
GROUP 2 
Chair: Katarina Schwarz 

Amy Weatherburn 

Ana B. Valverde-Cano 

Chloe Wilson 

Loria-Mae Heywood 

Yvonne Eloise Mellon 

GROUP 3 
Chair: Alicia Kidd 

Ben Brewster 

Bethany Jackson 

Jee Sparks 

Lily Okech-Appiah 

Roscoe Conan DSouza 

GROUP 4 
Chair: Alexandra Woods 

Alys Cooke 

Candice Morgan 

Faith Marchal 

James Sinclair 

Laura Pajón 
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Kevin Bales is Professor of Contemporary Slavery in the School of Politics and In-

ternational Relations at the University of Nottingham, co-founder of Free the 

Slaves, and lead author of the Global Slavery Index. His book Disposable Peo-

ple: New Slavery in the Global Economy was published in ten languages. 

Desmond Tutu called it “a well researched, scholarly and deeply disturbing 

expose of modern slavery.” 

In 2008 Utne Reader named Bales one of “fifty visionaries who are changing 

your world;” and the Association of British Universities named his work one of 

“100 World-Changing Discoveries.” The film based on Disposable People, which he 

co-wrote, won the Peabody and two Emmys. 

Bales has advised the US, British, Irish, Norwegian, and Nepali governments. In 2007 he published Ending Slavery: How 

We Free Today’s Slaves, a roadmap for the global eradication of slavery which won the Grawemeyer Award. In 2008, with 

Zoe Trodd, he published To Plead Our Own Cause: Personal Stories by Today’s Slaves; and with eight Magnum photogra-

phers, Documenting Disposable People: Contemporary Global Slavery. 

Bales is the principal investigator of the AHRC Antislavery Usable Past grant. In 2009, with Ron Soodalter, Kevin pub-

lished The Slave Next Door: Modern Slavery in the United States. His new book on the relationship of slavery and envi-

ronmental destruction, Blood and Earth: Modern Slavery, Ecocide, and the Secret to Saving the World, was published 

in January 2016. 

Zoe Trodd is a Professor in the Department of American and Canadian Studies at the University of Nottingham; Director 

of the Rights Lab, a university Beacon of Excellence; and Co-Director of the university's research priority area in Rights 

and Justice. Her focus is on strategies for ending slavery, across history and today. 

Trodd has a PhD and MA from Harvard University and a first-class BA from the University of Cambridge. Before and 

after her PhD, she was a Kennedy Fellow at Harvard University, an ACLS/Mellon Fellow, a research fellow at UNC 

Chapel Hill, and a research fellow at Yale University's Gilder Lehrman Center for the 

Study of Slavery, Abolition and Resistance. Before joining the University of Notting-

ham as a professor in 2012, she taught at Columbia University. 

Trodd is a University of Nottingham Research Leader; a member of the 

AHRC Peer Review College; and a member of the board 

of Historians Against Slavery. She edits a book series for Cam-

bridge University Press called Slaveries Since Emancipation and 

teaches a massive open online course (MOOC) 

called Ending Slavery. She co-founded the universi-

ty's Centre for Research in Race and Rights in 2014, and co-

directed it until 2017. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
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Alicia undertook a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Social Anthropology at 
the University of Manchester, 
forging her initial interest in 
vulnerable communities. 
Following graduation, she 
spent two years working 
with various human rights 
agencies across the world. This 
work led Alicia to return to the 
University of Manchester to study 
for a Master’s degree in Human 
Rights and Political Science where she specialised in human traffick-
ing. She graduated in 2013 and began to work for an international 
NGO which seeks to eradicate slavery and to support victims. Ali-
cia’s work focused on developing community networks to help iden-
tify, combat and prevent modern slavery. This practitioner work 
directly encouraged Alicia to return to academia, as it was clear that 
the immediacy of assisting victims in need meant there was little 
provision dedicated to researching, learning about, or understand-
ing the root causes of slavery, and without this knowledge preven-
tion efforts can never be successful.  

As a result, Alicia is now a PhD candidate at The Wilberforce Insti-
tute and studies the link between refugees and contemporary slav-
ery. By using information gathered from in depth face to face inter-
views with people who have been refugees and experienced mod-
ern slavery, and refugees who have lived in relative safety, she 
hopes to generate a picture of the vulnerabilities that face refugees 
and how they could lead them into situations of slavery. Her inten-
tion is to generate usable data through academia that can positively 
impact policy, anti-slavery practices and prevention programmes. 
Alongside the PhD, Alicia maintains her practitioner role as the Vice 
Chair of the Humberside Modern Slavery Partnership. 

Alex Balch is a senior lecturer in the Department of 
Politics at the University of Liverpool, a founding 
member of the Forced Labour Monitoring Group 
(FLMG), and is currently the University co-director of 
the Centre for the Study of International Slavery 
(CSIS) - a joint centre run with Liverpool's Internation-
al Slavery Museum. 

Balch's research focuses on the politics and pol-
icy of immigration, and on efforts to 

combat forced labour and human 
trafficking. He has worked with a 

range of government and non-
government organisations on re-

search projects on immigration, 
forced labour and human trafficking. 

He has published widely on 
these topics, and regularly 

contributes to public de-
bates. 

In 2016 Balch pub-
lished Immigration 
and the State: Fear, 

Greed and Hospitali-
ty, examining how and 

why liberalism and hu-
man rights have proven 

insufficient to protect immi-
grants.  

workshop & wine reception 
Taylor Room, Sydney Jones  Library 

University of Liverpool 

Chatham Street 

PAS accommodation 
Jury’s Inn, Albert Docks 

31 Keel Wharf  

PAS workshop dinner 
Hanover Street Social 

16-20 Hanover Street 

HAS conference 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr Building 

International Slavery Museum  
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ALEXANDRA WOODS 
University of Liverpool 

After completing my MA in International Relations at the University of Liverpool I commenced my PhD research, looking at 

human trafficking from a politics perspective. I have always viewed important world issues through the lens of Political 

Science, particularly focusing in on issues surrounding gender, human rights and migration. This has led to my current re-

search, which is investigating how different political ideas link with human trafficking and influence the way that policy is 

made and ultimately how this affects victims and survivors. My PhD super-

visor is Dr Alex Balch and I am funded by the John Lennon Memorial Schol-

arship. I have been able to undertake a number of related research pro-

jects, both independently and with Dr Balch that have looked at areas 

such as survivor work opportunities and immigration decision making for 

survivors who have gone through the National Referral Mechanism.  

Human trafficking is a subject that both naturally relates to (and has be-

come connected to) numerous ideas, beliefs and ideologies. Disparate 

groups including Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), knowledge com-

munities and policymakers seek to define the problem, command a response and create a com-

pelling narrative. Whilst these actors have attempted to steer the response to human traffick-

ing, there are identifiable gaps in evidence as to the correctness of their assumptions, as well as 

a paucity of research testing the impacts that these ideas and assumptions have on trafficked 

people. The aim of my research is to address this gap.  

ABOLITION & AGENDA 
an investigation into the ideas and interests that 

shape human trafficking policy and victim experiences  

My thesis will comprise of three sections.  

The first will utilise theories of hierarchies of ideas (Hall, 1993; Mehta, 2010) to specifically 

map and categorise the ideas that have become connected to discourses of human traffick-

ing. For example, views relating to prostitution, such as whether it should be legalised, con-

nect to human trafficking as this will affect how you view sex trafficking (Kempadoo 1998). 

The ideas will be delineated into three areas (and will comprise three chapters): gender, mi-

gration and employment. The framework will be developed and populated from a methodi-

cal literature search and an analysis of news coverage, blogs and NGO outputs, as well as 

interviews.  

The second part of my thesis will analyse the policy regime that exists to combat human 

trafficking and using the framework developed in part one will attempt to trace the influence 

of different ideas into policies that have emerged. The development of Evidence Based Poli-

cymaking will be discussed and related to the development of human trafficking policy as 

EBP has become increasingly important within policy implementation and evaluation 

(Cairney 2016). The tracing of ideas will be formed through analysis of policy documents, 

legislation and public debates using policy development mechanism theories, as well as in-

terviews with policymakers, where possible.  

The final part of my thesis will be comprised of a systematic review of all studies that have assessed victim impact. I will be using the 

method ‘Qualitative Comparative Analysis’ (QCA) which uses results coding to enable a quantitative analysis that is based on a mix-

ture of qualitative and quantitative data. I will develop a framework of metrics for measuring victim impact based on studies that 

have been undertaken relating to survivors of human trafficking and then put in the wider context of studies of measuring victim 

impact from other disciplines. The specific outcomes for each study will be linked to policies, based on what was being tested by the 

researchers. This will complete the study and hopefully demonstrate which ideas connected to human trafficking have the most mer-

it in leading to positive outcomes for victims.  

3. Can any ideas connected to 

human trafficking be linked to 

positive victim impacts? 

2. What evidence exists that 

shows how anti-trafficking 

policies impact victims and 

does the body of evidence 

point to any policies or types 

of policies that lead to positive 

victim impacts? 

1.  Which ideas have had the 

most impact on the develop-

ment of anti-trafficking policy? 

MY PRIMARY RESEARCH QUES-

TIONS ARE: 
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Hannah Jeffery is a PhD student at the Uni-

versity of Nottingham. She completed a BA 

Hons in American Studies at the University of 

Notting-

ham and 

the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, and completed an MRes in American Stud-

ies at the University of Nottingham. Funded by the AHRC’s Anti-Slavery Usable Past Stu-

dentship, her thesis re-frames the Black Power Movement through a spatial lens by argu-

ing how Black Power is the first instance where the streets become activated by radical 

black history through murals, magazines, spoken word, street parties and Liberation 

Schools in black communities, which in turns shapes black community activism and pro-

test. She is also postgraduate co-director of the Centre for Research in Race and Rights 

(C3R) at the University of Nottingham, as well as the creator of ‘Murals of Race, Resistance 

and Abolition’ – a digital map that brings together, for the first time, a collection of U.S. 

murals connected to themes of abolition, Black Power, black protest and resistance.  

Prior to 1967, not 

a single African 

American mural existed in the streets around the US, yet by the mid-1970s, the walls of black communities, particularly in the urban 

north, were lined with visual depictions of Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Turner, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Denmark Vesey, 

Martin Delaney and Gabriel Prosser. During the Black Power Movement, murals became visual textbooks in the streets for the first time 

in history, and my PhD examines why this happens. Funded by the AHRC’s Anti-Slavery Usable Past grant, my PhD assesses why the 

memory of slavery is reimagined and resurrected during the Black Power Movement. It answers aesthetic, cultural and socio-historic 

questions surrounding memory, memorialisation and protest connected to the anti-slavery past, such as: why does it take until the 

Black Power Movement for the US to see visualisations of the radical black past in the streets for the first time? Why are murals the 

chosen cultural form depicting radical narratives of the anti-slavery past? What about the radical black past spoke to the Black Power 

Movement? and why does the Black Power Movement use the urban environment differently to any preceding racial movement in its 

quest towards black liberation?  

“The Black Power movement represents a largely unchronicled epic in American history,” argues historian Peniel E. Joseph, and this 

academic oversight catalysed a wave of Black Power studies in the 2000s, with scholars like Joseph, Paul Gardullo and Michael Eric Dy-

son altering perceptions of the movement by expanding it from the parameters of the 1960s, both culturally and ideologically.  This 

wave of scholarship reconsiders the temporal, cultural and geographical frameworks that define the era, and in joining this repertoire of 

Black Power scholarship, my thesis contributes to the overlooked spatial and visual framework that outlines the era. By concentrating 

on this unacknowledged gap in Black Power scholarship, I argue, for the first time, that Black Power is the first instance where radical 

black history occupies the streets through murals mainly, but also through magazines, spoken word, street parties and Liberation 

Schools. My thesis deflates the common misconception that Black Power was a negative counterpart to the Civil Rights Movement by 

illustrating the value and uses of a historically informed aesthetic of resistance, power, hope and determination that emerged during 

the 1960s/70s to aid Black Power.  

When answering the question of why radical black history is shown in the streets for the first time during the Black Power Movement, 

my chapters unpack the interwoven socio-cultural web of reasons such as: the rise of black consciousness in the early 1960s following 

Malcolm X’s death, which also led to the creation of the Black Arts Movement in Harlem; a growing socio-political shift towards the left 

giving rise to radical black groups like the Black Panther Party and Organisation US; mass rioting in the urban north from 1964 – 1968, 

peaking in the Long Hot Summer of 1967 with the riots of Newark and Detroit; and the refusal to showcase radical black artwork in art 

galleries around the US and the ‘de-fanging’ of militant content when black artwork was on display. The final chapter of the thesis, 

brings the cultural form of murals into the present day by explaining how their visual content changes in the era of #BlackLivesMatter.  

WALLS OF REMEMBRANCE 
abolitionist memory in a long black power imagination 

HANNAH JEFFERY 
University of Nottingham 
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Calls for reparations for human enslavement have a long history that stretches well beyond the time of legal emancipation, and con-
tinues to persist in the Caribbean Community’s ‘10-Point Reparation Plan’, the Pan-Afrikan Reparations Coalition in Europe’s call for 
justice, Ta-Nahesi Coates’ ‘The Case for Reparations’ and the annual African Emancipation Day Reparations March. Just as the lega-
cies of slavery  endure, so too do the demands for justice for the Maangamizi—the African holocaust of chattel, colonial and neo-
colonial enslavement. For many people of African descent, rebalancing the scales of justice demands redress for historical injustice.  

Attempts to deal with a painful past are often an uphill battle, particularly where atrocities spanned centuries and continents.  With 
one hand ex-colonial governments express their gravest regret for the monstrosity of the so-called ‘transatlantic slave trade’, and 
with the other deny that the genocide, mass enslavement, brutalisation and dehumanisation of entire populations could be classified 
as wrong ‘at the time’.  Opponents consistently deny the application of ‘contemporary norms and standards’ to assess historical con-
duct, whilst simultaneously relying on positivist constructions of law which came to prominence only in 19th century. A true legal 
accounting of the claim to reparations for historical injustice and the Maangamizi must consider the implications of natural law phi-
losophies and the state of international law at the time—this thesis seeks to do just this.  

Reparations for slavery are not, however, purely a matter of ‘dealing with the past’. It is not only historical injustice which concerns 
reparationists, but the lasting effects of that wrongdoing on contemporary citizens—the intergenerational effects of atrocity. The 
2001 Durban Declaration of the UN World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance not 
only recognised colonialism and the ‘transatlantic slave trade’ as manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and re-
lated intolerance, but acknowledged them as  sources of such. That people of African and Asian descent and indigenous peoples con-
tinue to be the victims of these consequences was thus accepted. This research grapples with the implications of these legacies on 
the legal claim to redress, accounting for the decades of discrimination and appropriation which not only followed emancipation but 
perpetuated the harms associated with the system of chattel enslavement.  

The right to a remedy for breaches of law is a fundamental feature of the operation of law—without redress, obligations and edicts 
lose their meaning. The PCIJ labelled reparation an indispensable complement of a failure to adequately abide by a rule which thus 
cannot be severed from the existence of the rule itself (Factory at Chorzów). This thesis considers the history of reparations in law, as 
well as their development and expansion, in order to formulate a theory of reparatory justice which may be applied to historical in-
justice and the case of enslavement.  

REDRESSING HISTORICAL ENSLAVEMENT 
reparatory justice and the maangamizi 

Katarina is a third year PhD student at the University of Nottingham, having 
transferred from Queen’s University Belfast in 2017. Her research project, 
funded under the AHRC Antislavery Usable Past award, explores the legal 
dimensions of the claim for reparations for ‘historical’ enslavement and 
the Maangamizi, supervised by Professor Kevin Bales and Professor 
David Fraser, and supported by Professor Jean Allain (Monash 
University) and Doctor Luke Moffett (QUB).  

Since graduating from the University of Otago (NZ) with both an LLB
(Hons) and a performing arts degree, Katarina has been involved in a se-
ries of advocacy projects concerning human exploitation and reparations, 
including a comprehensive review of domestic legislation dealing with slavery, 
servitude, forced labour and human trafficking, the development of a database of 
international obligations and domestic legislation, and a number of submissions to 
the ICC, ECCC, and the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary forms of Slavery. She has 
also worked with Antislavery International on legal tools for NGOs in India dealing with 
bonded labour, and on the development of Model Antislavery Legislation (in collaboration 
with Professor Jean Allain).  

Katarina is currently teaching a module on antislavery policy and legal frameworks in the 
world’s first dedicated antislavery Masters course.   

KATARINA SCHWARZ 
University of Nottingham 
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My PhD is part of the AHRC’s Antislavery Usable Past Project, an interdisciplinary project with researchers from the universities of Nottingham and Hull 

looking to develop society’s understanding of the history of antislavery so as to create tools and resources that help educators, heritage institutions 

and contemporary campaigners in today’s fight against modern slavery. Within this, I am investigating how museum’s across the UK engage with anti-

slavery, both as an historic and a contemporary issue. This is well-timed; a decade on from 2007 when there was a plethora of museum exhibitions and 

events created to commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of the British slave trade, now is a good time to reflect on those efforts and the ex-

tent to which museum practice has developed since then.  

A huge amount of academic work came out of 2007 on museums and 

the representation of both slavery and antislavery, focusing on themes 

of commemoration, memorialisation and challenging histories. This PhD 

seeks to contribute to those discussions by bringing them up to the pre-

sent day, after a significant decline in interest since the immediate after-

math of that year. It is also contributing to wider discussions about the 

role of the museum in the twenty-first century society. Taking inspiration from ideas of new museology, conclusions will be drawn as to how museums 

can best present antislavery in line with the most current museum practice.  

Having identified all the museums in the UK which address antislavery in permanent displays, of which there are ten, I have conducted a series of re-

search visits to each of the sites. I have used a mixed method approach with interviews, collections surveys, exhibition evaluations and visitor tracking, 

to understand the decision making process involved in qualifying antislavery as a history deserving of interpretation, the methods by which it has been 

interpreted and the challenges that were faced throughout those discussions. Findings from my investigation show that, beginning with the ob-

jects in the collection, to available staff and funding, resources have had a significant impact on the engagement with antislavery as a history. 

Public demand and the potential for outreach opportunities, either through learning programmes or digital initiatives, are also factors 

that were instrumental in institutions engaging with antislavery. These key themes reflect the various roles of the museum; as a 

place for housing, preserving and displaying artefacts, for educating, for engaging audiences. These roles have been changing 

rapidly in recent years and antislavery here provides a case study example of the extent of some of these changes. Devel-

opments in academic thought on antislavery, from the dominance of individual abolitionists to the inclusion of black 

agency and opposition ideas in the form of proslavery ideas, have also impacted on the way in which museums 

interpret this history. There is some concern here, however, about a gap between academia and the muse-

um which is noted as a challenge in interpretation by some sector professionals.  

Although these above themes have come out across all the participant museums, there are 

significant differences between the institutions and ultimately it is clear that there is not 

one consistent approach for these sites interpreting antislavery. Going forward, this 

thesis will provide a guide for museum professionals on best practices associat-

ed with interpreting antislavery, as well as illustrate to academics in both 

history and museology the kind of support required by museum pro-

fessionals when working with this history.  

I am an AHRC-funded research scholar working on the Antislavery Usable Past project. I’m 

based at the University of Hull’s Wilberforce Institute. My PhD focuses on the way in which 

museums across the UK engage with antislavery as both a historic and a contemporary is-

sue, using their collections and other resources, such as programming and digital media. 

Before beginning my PhD in 2015, I studied a BA Hons degree in History at the University of 

York, and an MA in Museum Studies at Newcastle University. It was during this time I devel-

oped a keen interest in British imperial history and the way in which museums address chal-

lenging histories.  

I have also worked in numerous heritage organisations, as a volunteer and in paid roles, 

including the National Trust, Royal Collection and National Museums Liverpool. Most re-

cently I took up a position working as a Programmes Assistant for Hull’s Heritage Learning 

Team. In this role I have conducted research on a range of historical topics for the newly 

created ‘Hull Curriculum’- a local history syllabus for Hull primary schools- as well as re-

viewed and redeveloped the school learning offer at Wilberforce House Museum. 

REBECCA NELSON 
University of Hull 

LEGACIES ON DISPLAY 
antislavery in museums 
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In 2013, I graduated from University of Warwick, with a BA in Politics and International 

Studies. My taught studies focused on the relationships between international develop-

ment, gender and conflict. During the course of my degree, I spent a year studying in 

Barcelona, and 6 months on an exchange to City University Hong Kong. These interna-

tional experiences gave me the opportunity to study these key themes from a very 

different perspective, and I began to reflect on the impact on migration on people’s 

lives, opportunities and 

experiences. My under-

graduate dissertation 

was titled ‘Silent Survi-

vors? Giving a Voice and Identity to Women Trafficked into the 

Sex Trade’. This focused on the impact of anti-trafficking legisla-

tion and campaigns on the voice and agency of sex-trafficked 

women, and the ongoing detrimental impact this had on improvements to anti-trafficking mechanisms.  

Following my degree I joined the Civil Service, and in 2016 joined the Modern Slavery Unit in the Home Office as the policy lead 

for adult victim support. This includes managing the Victim Care Contract, which supports adult potential victims during the 

National Referral Mechanism, and working with key stakeholders to develop and implement strategies to improve the support 

provided to victims in England and Wales.  

Alongside my day job, I am studying a part time masters in International Development and Social Anthropology. I am at the 

beginning of my research for my thesis, but this will be focused on the voice and agency of children, both those who have been 

victims of modern slavery, and those who have witnessed the exploitation of their parents, guardians or other adults and the 

My undergraduate dissertation focused on how the voices of trafficked women were manipulated, their identities dictated and 

lived experiences ignored by those who sought to rescue and protect them. It looked at the experiences of survivors across the 

globe, and the challenges around improving legislation and protection mechanisms, when these women didn’t have a voice.  

It argued that survivor’s voices were manipulated when the state sought to categorise them, homogenising and idealising their 

experiences until they became the ‘iconic’ victim, which reflected media and judicial understanding of trafficking. It argued that 

the ‘value’ of the victim to the state was in their ability to become this iconic victim and assist a prosecution; their experiences 

became secondary to their ability to aid law enforcement. Furthermore, the creation of this iconic victim occurred as a result of 

media and NGO campaigns, which sought to create images of trafficked women as powerless and vulnerable adults, with no 

means of supporting or protecting themselves. This is contradictory to many of the experiences of survivors, whose very agency 

lead resulted in their migration and, for some, one poor but active choice lead to their exploitation. This portrayal had a knock-

on impact for survivor’s rehabilitation and reintegration into communities. The culmination of removal and dictation of voice and 

identity meant that women’s experiences were ignored – by anti-trafficking initiatives and by government policy makers. It 

acknowledged the difficulty that many women may face in sharing their experiences multiple times, and also the potential bias 

and agendas that may influence how the NGOs supporting these survivors represent them. The research argued that the best 

way for these experiences to be understood and shared in an appropriate way was through greater involvement of feminist aca-

demics, who would be able to neutrally and clearly share the experiences and needs of survivors, in a way that would influence 

and inform interested governments and NGOs.  

My masters research will take key themes that I identified as part of my undergraduate dissertation and seek to understand 

whether they can be transposed to the experiences of children. I will explore how the legislation, procedure and processes which 

define and support child victims of slavery are combined with societal attitudes around childhood to potentially remove agency 

and voice from the child, which the child may have expressed in their past. It will consider how identity of children who have 

been trafficked or enslaved may be dictated, simply by the very nature of them being under 18, manipulated by the media, cam-

paigners or the state, or ignored as actors act ‘in the best interest of the child’. I am inter-

ested to also consider the experiences of children who have not directly been exploited, 

but have witnessed the exploitation of adults around them, and the impact this has on 

their support needs and mental and physical health in the future.  

CHILD SURVIVORS’ AGENCY, VOICE AND EXPERIENCE 

ALYS COOKE 
Birkbeck University 
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My attention was first drawn to the impact of slavery on humanity some years ago whilst 

conducting research for my MA Heritage Studies – this, combined with a passion ignited dur-

ing my BA (Hons) History of Art and Design, for the 18th century and my desire to unravel the 

narrative behind who and what funded the exuberant art collections and architecture we 

visit as a leisure pursuit every year in this country. As such, my MA dissertation examined the 

presentation and interpretation of 18th century country houses to establish extent to which 

these properties acknowledged their links with their slaving past. More recently I completed 

an MSc in Crime Analysis at Southampton University School of Law - this furnished me the 

opportunity to revisit the topic of modern slavery in a contemporary setting, but from a legal 

perspective.  My research explored our relationship with historical slavery and our ability, or 

indeed inability, to identify slavery and human trafficking (I attach a chapter of my work).  It is 

a combination of these themes that I would hope to draw on as the main thrust of my PhD 

proposal in my ambition to research to what extent we are ‘chained to our past – and do we 

set the culture or does culture set us?’ 

AMANDA (GOSLING) CHARLESWORTH 
Hope for Justice 

History tells us that the practice of slavery predates written records, ‘existing before money or law’ ; it has been accepted as a wide-

spread and legally recognised system in the ancient world and beyond.  However, the Anti-Slavery Organisation express the belief, 

‘when we think about slavery what comes to mind is the Trans-

Atlantic Trade, captured Africans transported to the West Indies 

and America to work mainly in the sugar plantations’ ; an opin-

ion articulated by many popular editorial publications. Confirma-

tion comes in statements such as, ‘if we said the words ‘slavery’ 

to you, most people imagine it’s something that happens over-

seas – or years ago’ .  The Slavery Abolition Act 1833 was the 

product of a prolonged and hard-fought victory by British politi-

cians - today ‘slavery is illegal in almost every nation on earth but slavery still exists everywhere’ .   

In recent years senior ministers have dredged up the much heralded abolition of slavery to bolster Britain’s self-defined greatness, with 

political rhetoric enforcing the ideal of the UK as an upholder of rights and justice - a vanguard exertion engendering a degree of nation-

al pride; a legacy diverting our attention from contemporary issues.  As a potentially cogent lobbying devise it manifests itself as an 

emotional and historic touchstone, its visceral image makes the Call all the more powerful in stimulating action.  If we are to believe that 

slavery is alive in the 21st century, the continued condemnation of Trans-Atlantic slavery as a mantle of righteousness confers authority 

upon the spokesperson, or politician.  Bravo suggests, ‘this works to delay or prevent questions with regard to methodologies used to 

combat modern trafficking’ ; it confirms modern trafficking as an aberration, despite our enlightened times.  If we are to discuss slavery 

in historical terms, it serves to mask the structural apparatus facilitating exploitation remaining in place post-abolition.  

Whilst chattel slavery was legislatively abolished, as a result of a strong and sustained domestic crusade by abolitionists and a substan-

tial faction of like-minded politicians, reform was only realised in part; due to a re-evaluation of the trade’s economic viability. Similarly, 

globalisation as an effective means of bringing wealth to developing countries, contemporary economic factors are an adjunct precipi-

tating the rise of the modern slaveholder; enduring slavery-like practices and the power slavers wield is due to a seemingly unlimited 

supply of slaves.  Brewer states, ‘only the implementation of novel approaches geared toward the elimination of human trafficking can 

the global community and law enforcement institutions stymie the spread of the global pandemic of human trafficking that afflicts hu-

manity’ . 

Slavery is central to the development of Britain’s identity, economy and politics; as Hall states, ‘it has shaped our history, many physical 

remnants are built on slaving wealth and the way in which our commercial and financial institutions where built on the Atlantic slave 

trade and slavery’ .  Notions of slavery are embedded in ‘British culture’ and approaches to defining slavery appear easier to construct 

within a transatlantic slave-trade setting.  Indeed, the history of slavery is repeatedly mined for the promotion of contemporary causes - 

references to modern day slavery juxtaposed to ‘trans-Atlantic slavery’ are embedded in anti-trafficking discourse with the topic of 

modern slavery at their heart.  As though to demonstrate credibility by identifying with slavery as an almost universally held agreement 

of an obvious wrong that belongs to the past, many introductory paragraphs adopt a modality comparable to, ‘over two hundred years 

CHATTEL SLAVERY 
the contemporary cargo 
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Amy holds a LLB (Honours) from Cardiff Univer-

sity in Law and French and an LL.M (with dis-

tinction) from University of Nottingham in Hu-

man Rights Law. Amy has been enrolled at VUB 

since January 2015 as a PhD Candidate. Since 

April 2017, she is associated with INERVICT, 

Tilburg Law School, Tilburg University. Her re-

search focuses upon trafficking in human beings 

for the purposes labour exploitation, analysing 

the effectiveness of the implementation of the European legal framework and 

the handling of labour exploitation in law. Amy has been involved in a number of 

EU funded projects related to human trafficking, including Trafficking As a Criminal 

Enterprise (TRACE) and is currently coordinating Demand for Sexual exploitation In 

Europe (DESIrE). Amy is also Managing Director of the Brussels Privacy Hub, 

providing operational and strategic support to ensure the implementation 

and realisation of the Hub's projects, including Data Protection in Human-

itarian Action in partnership with the International Committee of the 

Red Cross. 

Prior to this she was Research Assistant at the University of 

Nottingham Human Rights Law Centre (HRLC) where her 

main role was to conduct human rights research, in-

cluding desktop and fieldwork research, super-

vised research and analysis, and contribute to 

the production of reports and research 

publications. Her principal research 

focus was legal and social research 

related to the situation of fun-

damental rights in the UK, 

for the European Un-

ion's Agency for Fun-

damental Rights 

multidiscipli-

nary re-

Understanding labour exploit- 

ation in law: to what extent do the  

existing conceptual limitations of labour  

exploitation impact the effectiveness of  

measures taken to combat human  trafficking  

for labour exploitation?  

Labour exploitation in law is currently prohibited in three  

concrete forms: slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory  

labour. A fourth more complex prohibition of labour exploitation  

is human trafficking for the purposes of labour exploitation. In re- 

cent years, there has been much focus on human trafficking in law,  

policy and academia with a significant achievement being the promulgation  

of an internationally agreed definition in Article 3(a) of the 2000 Protocol to  

Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Chil- 

dren, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized  

Crime. However, when it comes to human trafficking for labour exploitation the definition  

does not provide clarity as to the scope of exploitation that is envisaged. Instead, the defini- 

tion presents a non-exhaustive list of forms of exploitation that “at a minimum” amount to la- 

bour exploitation: forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery and servitude. This  

begs the question, what is the legal threshold for work or services to amount to labour exploitation? To  

what extent does consensual work in conditions contrary to human dignity suffice? Unfortunately, the law  

does not provide assistance, as exploitation is not defined.  

The contemporary framing of the aforementioned forms of labour exploitation as modern slavery, in both academic  

and populist discourse, has led to further confusion and conflation in legal terms, as exemplified by the recent body of  

jurisprudence from the European Court of Human Rights that has determined that as human trafficking falls within the  

scope of Article 4, it effectively amounts to slavery. The main hypothesis assumes that both the focus on human trafficking and  

modern slavery have hindered the full understanding and implementation of legal frameworks that effectively combat labour  

exploitation and fail to protect those who are subject to exploited working practices, regardless of whether they are considered to be 

trafficked persons or not. 

The discussion will be situated in a European regional context with in-depth exploration of two case studies. The UK case study will take into 

account recent legal and policy reform that has led to the introduction of new legislation that criminalises all forms of exploitation discussed 

above and an increased focus by law enforcement and judicial authorities on the issue of labour exploitation. The Belgium case study will consider 

the broad legal approach to both human trafficking labour exploitation that prohibits acts that are contrary to human dignity but does not have sepa-

rate criminal offences for slavery, servitude and forced labour.  

Ultimately, taking into account the difficulties and issues that are highlighted above, the core research question seeks to determine whether or not a 

conceptualisation of labour exploitation in law will enhance the effectiveness of the human trafficking paradigm, by providing greater legal clarification 

and certainty, and by extension the understanding of labour exploitation that occurs outside of the scope of the human trafficking offence.  

In order to arrive at concrete conclusions as to how best to conceptualise labour exploitation in law, the following research questions will be ad-

dressed: 

 What is the current understanding of labour exploitation in law?  

 What factors have hampered the development of a better understanding of labour exploitation in law, if at all?  

 What are the key features of exploitation?   

 How does national law and policy currently deal with labour exploitation? 

 How can labour exploitation be effectively conceptualised in law?  

AMY WEATHERBURN 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
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ANA B. VALVERDE-CANO 
University of Granada 

within the Spanish legal framework 

A CRIME OF SLAVERY, SERVITUDE AND FORCED LABOUR  

My name Ana Belén Valverde Cano, and I am a Ph.D. candidate in International Criminal Law at the 

University of Granada, where I completed an LL.M. in International Law and International Relations 

(Honours) and a Law Degree (Honours). During my Ph.D., I have done two research stays at the 

Queen’s University Belfast under supervision of Professor Jean Allain, and at Max Planck Institute in 

International Criminal Law in Freiburg, Germany. Furthermore, I have done field work at the Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva (January-May 2017), working for the Com-

mittee Against Torture. I have published three publications about the issue of modern slavery: two 

chapters of book (“Absence of a crime of slavery, servitude and forced labour within the Spanish 

criminal system” and “trafficking in persons as a matter of security: is it enough with the existing 

tools for combating cybertrafficking?”) and one book (“Protection of Victims of Contemporary 

Forms of Slavery Under International, European and Spanish Law”). The latter research was award-

ed by the Fundación Aequitas from the General Council of Notaries in Spain, as the best research at 

national level in human rights issues (in 2017). I have been awarded with two more prizes on re-

search about modern slavery and feminist economics by the Real Academia de la Legislación y la 

Jurisprudencia of Granada in 2015 and 2016. In relation to remarkable participation in Conferences, 

I have presented a paper at the I International Legal Conference on Contemporary Forms of Slavery held in 2014 at the University of Granada 

(which was awarded by the Law firm Cremades), and in the Interdisciplinary Conference on European Criminal Justice held in Leiden in 2017, 

where I spoke about the EU action for combating children exploitation. 

The basic aim of my research is to provide a lege ferenda proposal for the regulation of a crime of slavery, servitude and forced labour 

in the Spanish Criminal Code.  

For reaching this objective, the following issues will be addressed: 

- Firstly, the concrete legal obligations in this regard stemming from the relevant treaties. Here it will be relevant the theoretical frame-

work posed by the Bellagio-Harvard Guidelines (Allain), which provides a clear and useful starting point. None the less, it will be also 

taken into account other approaches, more comprehensive, of the definition of slavery. In the task of clarifying the content of the legal 

obligations under International Law, particular attention must be paid to the jurisprudence of International Courts with competence in 

this matter, especially those established by treaties ratified by Spain (such as the European Court of Human Rights). Here it is important 

to note that article 38 (1) d) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice envisages judicial decisions and highly qualified publicist 

as subsidiary means for the determination of rules of law.  

- Secondly, it will be carried out a comparative law study on the anti-slavery and anti-trafficking frameworks in other countries. For this 

purpose, I will analyse the normative frameworks of the United Kingdom, Italy and France, to see how this issue has been regulated and 

how is being interpreted by the judiciary. The United Kingdom case is interesting for its Modern Slavery act (which may serve as exam-

ple of good practices). Italy, with similar legal tradition to Spain, has provided good insights about the nature of the protected legal in-

terest, and France used to have a similar legislative framework until being condemned by the European Court of Human Rights in Sili-

adin and in C.N. v. France.  

- After having analysed the legal content of the concept of slavery, servitude, forced labour and trafficking, I will propose a concrete 

regulation of this crime within the Spanish Criminal Code, nonexistent so far (lege ferenda proposal). For doing so, first of all I will ana-

lyse in depth the existing framework (crimes against worker’s rights) and how these rights have being interpreted in the tribunals. Sub-

sequently, I will justify the need of such crime, both in terms of necessity (why is not properly addressed by weaker measures or other 

branches if law), and in terms of compliance with International General Law (obligation of prohibition of the crime of slavery and servi-

tude). For the proposal of the new regulation, I will address the following issues: firstly, which is the protected legal interest and conse-

quently, which should be the better systematic location of this crime within the Spanish Criminal Law. Secondly, how could be phrased. 

For this purpose, it will be useful the Bellagio-Harvard guidelines and the Modern Slavery Act of 2015 of the United Kingdom. Finally, it 

will be taken into consideration the relationship of this crime with other areas of law, such as labour law and with other crimes with 

which may overlaps.  
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Ben Brewster is a Research Fellow and PhD candidate at Sheffield Hallam University in the UK, 

working within the Communication and Computing Research Centre’s (CCRC) Centre of Excel-

lence in Terrorism, Resilience, Intelligence and Organised Crime Research (CENTRIC) Institute. 

Ben maintains a primary research interest in Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery (HTMDS), in 

particular investigating the role and impact of multi-agency approaches to combat the problem 

in the UK, a topic which forms the central focus of his PhD studies. Using one of the UK’s first 

dedicated anti-

trafficking teams as a 

primary case study, 

Ben’s thesis aims to 

elicit deeper under-

standing of the collab-

orative multi-agency 

measures being taken 

to protect and safeguard vulnerable and marginalized groups from exploitation. 

BEN BREWSTER 

The proliferation and far reaching impact of Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking and its perception as a high profit, low risk crime 
has, in recent years, driven it towards the top of the UK’s serious and organised crime strategy, in turn cascading it down into the plans 
of Police and Crime Commissioners nationally.  

Coinciding with Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery’s rising prominence, this ongoing piece of research seeks to analyse the struc-
ture and implementation of a leading regional anti-trafficking initiative within the UK, focusing both on the understanding of tradition-
al law enforcement response, and the role and impact of collaborative partnerships between both statutory and non-statutory organi-
sations. The work covers the full spectrum of activities framed within the UK’s modern slavery strategy, seeking to understand in detail 
measures targeting both the reduction of threat posed by those engaged in modern slavery and human trafficking, and reducing the 
vulnerability of those individuals and groups affected by it through the improvement of victim identification, safeguarding and support 
services.  

The project seeks to address part of the conceptual and practical underpinning of approaches employed by UK law enforcement to 
tackle and prevent HT and MDS, placing particular focus on the measures being taken across a specific UK region as a primary case 
study, drawing upon empirical evidence from other regions for comparative analysis. The primary case study itself was selected due to 
well publicized efforts to increase police capacity and the development of region wide and divisional multi-agency partnerships, with 
data collected over a period of two years dating back to January 2015, as the police force in question sought to establish both the utili-
ty and sustainability of the specific measures being taken.  

Throughout the study, the discipline of ‘Knowledge Management’ is used as a lens through which to explore and explain the effective-
ness of communication, information and intelligence exchange, and collaboration between both the police and partner agencies. By 
considering factors such as these, the study aims to develop an appreciation of the mechanisms that enable the effective investigation 
of Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery in terms of proactive intelligence acquisition, investigative response and the recovery and 
safeguarding of victims, including the impact of the National Referral Mechanism (NRM), the NRM Pilot, and the role of anti-trafficking 
organisations and other NGO's in the rehabilitation and recovery of victims, as part of a truly collaborative multi-agency model of 
working. The findings of the study are based up a collection of field observations, interviews and document artefacts, such as intelli-
gence products, policy documents, investigation summaries and process maps as well as an appreciation of the existing research and 
evidence-base around the policing of organised crime and efforts to combat Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery.  

While still ongoing, to date the research has unpacked challenges including those associated with: 
• The capture and recording of crimes and intelligence, including the role of frontline staff from charities and safeguarding agen-
cies in building trust with vulnerable communities.  
• Knowledge and awareness gaps across public and private sector organisations, including frontline police officers, and the public 
in recognising the indicators of human trafficking and slavery, and in understanding the full scale of crime and exploitation that stems 
from them.  
• The cultural and organisational dynamics of effective multi-agency partnership working.  
• The NRM process and measures being taken to support and safeguard victims.  
• Investigative challenges and international cooperation including the use of joint-investigations teams and cooperation with the 
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS).  
• Gaps in the current intelligence picture at national, regional and local levels, understand-
ing why the gaps exist and the measures being taken to address them and mitigate their impact. 

MANAGING KNOWLEDGE IN COLLABORATIVE MULTI-

AGENCY RESPONSES TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Sheffield Hallam University 
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BETHANY JACKSON 
University of Nottingham 

Modern slavery is one of the most pressing global humanitarian crises of our time – there are an estimated 45.8 million slaves working 

across the globe in a huge variety of industries including brick manufacturing, quarrying, fishing, mining, domestic servitude, prostitu-

tion, and a number of others (GSI, 2016). The fact remains that contemporary slavery is alive and well. In order to fully understand the 

magnitude of slavery, new methods must be taken into account in order to help provide novel aspects on the issue. Speaking to mem-

bers of NGOs they agree that remote sensing, or earth observation, is a technique that can help the anti-slavery movement to head 

towards more scientifically rigorous methods of study; as well as answering questions about certain industries and their influence on 

slavery, and adding to the body of work that is being collected on the ground. 

One industry in which contemporary slavery is seen as endemic is the brick manufacturing industry. Brick kilns are wide spread across 

an area known informally as the ‘brick belt’, and they are an informal manufacturing industry with very few regulations and inspections, 

that are often home to the practice of debt bondage slavery (also known as bonded labour) (Anti-Slavery International, n.d.). Remote 

sensing is a perfect method for this type of industry as the kilns are easily visible on the satellite imagery that is being produced, and 

this imagery is being used increasingly in humanitarian crises (Amnesty International, 2013). With the spatial and temporal aspects of 

the data becoming finer, and the price becoming more reasonable (particularly with the access to open source imagery), remotely 

sensed data is a perfect addition to the study of modern slavery.  

At present, there are only vague estimates as to how wide reaching the brick kiln industry is within South Asia (the area with the most 

dominant brick manufacturing industry and also the one known to use the most bonded labour). These estimates suggest there are 

20,000—50,000 brick kilns located in this area, however, an exact figure is not known. Remote sensing allows for the whole area to be 

assessed and therefore a more accurate measure of the number of brick kilns in the region can be calculated.  

The aim of this study is therefore to investigate the scale of the brick kiln industry located in the South Asian ‘extended Brick Belt’, using 

a variety of open source satellite imagery and techniques. This study area includes the Punjab region of Pakistan, the Northern States of 

India, and the countries of Nepal and Bangladesh. Bangladesh has been included in this study as it is one of the biggest producers of 

bricks globally and is also located within the top 10 nations who have an extensive slavery issue according to the 2016 Global Slavery 

Index.  

The study takes this idea of scale and aims to produce an esti-

mate for the number of kilns within the ‘extended brick belt’ 

with the aim of providing information that will be beneficial in 

helping to tackle the problem of slavery by 2030, as the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) hopes to achieve (United 

Nations 2016a; 2016b). Google Earth imagery was used as the 

primary source of imagery as it is open source and would there-

fore be at no additional cost to NGOs or other anti-slavery cam-

paigners who may want to utilise this technique. In order to calculate the estimate for the number of brick kilns, the entire region of the 

‘brick belt’ was divided into 10 km2 non-overlapping sections, and 320 randomly sampled squares were taken; this sample size provides 

an estimate of the average number of brick kilns (± 1) in the region for a 95% Confidence Interval. The images were visually interpreted 

for the presence of brick kilns which were then recorded. In order to assess the reliability of this visual interpretation, data collected by 

a group of volunteers from a crowd sourcing initiative was used that enabled them to identify the locations of more than 200 brick kilns. 

The results were then compared.  

an analysis of the Asian 

brick kiln industry using 

remotely sensed imagery 

SLAVERY FROM SPACE 

Bethany Jackson is a PhD student at the University of Nottingham’s School of Geography who works 

closely with Professor Kevin Bales, a world leading expert in contemporary slavery, and Dr Doreen 

Boyd, who specialises in geospatial techniques and analysis. She has taken part in the development of 

the University’s crowdsourcing campaign on modern slavery (‘Slavery from Space’), and her own PhD 

research focuses on the scale of slavery in the Brick Kiln industry of South Asia, as well as the environ-

mental impact that the sector has on the surrounding area. Bethany has specialised in the use of re-

motely sensed imagery and has a keen interest in looking at the use of remotely sensed technology for 

humanitarian crises and human rights abuses.  

You can find out more about her research: http://rightsandjustice.nottingham.ac.uk/items/show/52 
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HOW IS MODERN SLAVERY REPRESENTED IN THE MSA 
and what are the implications of this representation? 

I am interested in how social problems are represented in social policy, the double-speak involved in 
problem representation and what is silenced and manipulated within policy and governmental rhetoric to 
construct particular representations of social problems. My research focuses predominantly on immigra-
tion, labour market, human trafficking and modern slavery policy.  

I am currently a Doctoral candidate at the University of Bristol, School of Social Policy. My current re-
search is focused on how modern slavery is represented in the UK’s Modern Slavery Act 2015. This be-
came my area of focus after working for the Home Office as an Asylum Case-owner and Competent Au-
thority. Observing how human trafficking was being represented within policies and procedures, and how 
this representation negatively impacted decision making and partnership working I formed an interest in 
researching the implications of modern slavery representation. Since engaging with modern slavery dis-
course and Carol Bacchi’s  ‘What’s the Problem Represented to Be framework’ my initial understanding of 
the problem has been challenged. Rather than the practical implications of representation, I have become 

increasingly en-
gaged with how 
the Modern Slav-
ery Act detaches problem representation 
away from it’s structural causes, neglecting to 
recognise the State’s role in creating vulnera-
bility to such abuse, particularly within immi-
gration and labour market policy choices.      

I also hold an BSc in Environmental Develop-
ment (University of Durham) for which my 

research focused on how refugees negotiate integration in new dispersal areas, and MA in Social Policy (University of Leeds) for 
which my research focused on partnership working, and barriers impacting refugee integration in Leeds. I am currently working as a 
research associate on Dr Melanie Griffiths’s ESRC Future Research Leaders funded project entitled Detention, Deportability and the 
Family: Migrant Men's Negotiations of the Right to Respect for Family Life. 

CANDICE MORGAN 
University of Bristol 

Slavery, servitude, forced and compulsory labour and human trafficking are all human rights abuses defined by international agree-
ments or case-law. Lacking an officially accepted definition internationally, the term modern slavery has been traditionally utilised de-
scriptively, referring to a wide range of abuses restricting human freedom and agency. This lack of definitional grounding leaves the 
term open to interpretation. In December 2013, the government of the United Kingdom (UK) launched its Draft Modern Slavery Bill, 
and in March 2015 the Modern Slavery Act was passed. The Act placed modern slavery within a legislative framework for the first time. 
My research aims to understand how the UK government represents the problem of modern slavery within its Modern Slavery Act, and 
then interrogate and analyse the implications of this representation. 

The research engages with critical immigration and human trafficking literature, and follows Carol Bacchi’s interpretive framework, 
‘What is the Problem Represented to Be?’ The Bacchi framework contends that governments and their institutions are active in prob-
lematizing ‘issues’ to make them governable. Therefore, by interrogating representation the potential implications of a policy can be 
brought to the forefront for consideration. My research makes explicit how the Modern Slavery Act represents modern slavery, and 
then critiques this representation through an immigration and labour market lens. This is achieved through documentary analysis of 
previous conventions and policies that shaped slavery, modern slavery, human trafficking and forced labour representation; sources 
presented in the consultation stages of the Draft Modern Slavery Bill and Modern Slavery Act and Hansard data from the Bill’s progres-
sion through the House of Commons and Lords.  Guided by Bacchi’s framework the research questions facilitate the unpacking of mod-
ern slavery representation by identifying: conceptual logics, rationales, and assumptions underlying the archaeology of representation; 
the discourses and debates that brought modern slavery on the UK’s policy agenda; what has been left unproblematic or silenced, 
overlooked or distorted within representation, and the potential negative implications of the Act due to its problem representation.     

The dissertation broadens knowledge around anti-slavery legislation, critiquing this new policy response while engaging with previous 
policy approaches that addressed practices associated with slavery. Discussions explain how the Modern Slavery Act falls within the 
anti-human trafficking paradigm of criminalisation and law enforcement, casting the State as a protector, championing, protecting and 
upholding the human rights of ‘victims’ of modern slavery, while punishing a defined ‘perpetrator’ who circumnavigates border con-
trols and employment legislation to create spaces for abuse. Deconstructing the problematization of modern slavery in the Modern 
Slavery Act the research redirects the representation lens  towards the UK government’s immigration and labour market choices.  The 
research asserts that the representation of modern slavery within the Modern Slavery Act creates a de-politicised victim disassociated 
from their status as irregular migrants, migrant workers or irregular workers allowing the government to resolve itself from its role in 
creating vulnerability to modern slavery abuses through their immigration and labour market policy choices and rhetoric. The research 
concludes that to abolish modern slavery it is necessary to look beyond the policy of liberation and punishment and address systems of 
internal oppression (within immigration policy and the labour market). 
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CHARLOTTE JAMES 
University of Nottingham 

the memory of Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth 

ANTISLAVERY MEMORY 

My interest in African American history developed in the third year of my Bachelors degree in 
History at the University of Leeds with my special subject on the Civil Rights Movement. I thor-
oughly enjoyed researching my dissertation on the interracial marriages of Frederick Douglass 
and Jack Johnson, so much so that I decided to apply for a Masters and focused my research 
by completing a specialised MA. The interdisciplinary course Race and Resistance offered in-
sight into approaches to races and the various means of resistance employed in protest move-
ments around the world. While my Bachelors dissertation focused on nineteenth century black 
men, my focus at MA shifted to nineteenth century African American women, specifically Har-
riet Tubman and the ways in which she has been remembered by artists, authors and commu-
nities. Part of my research examined children’s literature and revealed that Tubman was por-
trayed as a non-militant motherly figure that fitted with dominant notions of what is an 
“appropriate” figure of the black freedom struggle. My PhD will continue to expand this re-
search and further consider the ways in which Tubman’s image has been moulded into a myth-
ical, non-militant woman with characteristics of the mammy. This emphasis on cultural repre-
sentations and my focus on antislavery memory makes Nottingham and Professor Trodd the 
perfect fit for my PhD. Trodd’s analysis of images of Frederick Douglass, alongside her research 
into historic and contemporary slavery, makes an excellent foundation for my thesis. 

My PhD thesis will analyse the memory of African American women leaders and contribute to existing scholarship on 19th century black figures. In 
examining 19th century black female abolitionists, I shall reveal how 20th and 21st century representations used the antislavery movement as a mi-
crocosm of the freedom struggle. I shall focus on representations of Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth. Although Tubman and Truth were not alone 
in their abolitionist efforts as black women, they are the only two black abolitionist women to achieve iconic status in public memory. As the first book
-length project about Tubman and Truth memory, my thesis will provide new insight on antislavery memory and the perceived role of black women in 
abolitionism. I intend to show how writers, artists and communities shaped the images of Tubman and Truth to fit with 20th and 21st century ideas on 
race, resistance and black history. Such ideas include the dominant notion that non-violent resistance is the preferred mode of black activism and the 
centrality of white male leadership in black liberation. These pre-conceptions have had a dramatic impact on how Tubman and Truth are remembered 
and have moulded them into non-violent women devoid of militancy who played a backseat role in the struggle for freedom behind prominent white 
and black men.  

I shall examine five key stages of memorialisation. Chapter 1 will analyse how both women shaped the memories of their contributions to antebellum 
abolitionism in the Reconstruction period. The subsequent chapters will examine the 20th century and show how images of Tubman and Truth 
changed within and in response to each period. Chapter 2 will focus on Harlem Renaissance through to the 1930s, chapter 3 on the long civil rights 
movement from the 1930s to the 1960s, chapter 4 on the Black Power movement and the post-civil rights movement era from the 1960s to the 1970s 
and the final chapter from the 1980s to present day. By examining these different periods, I shall highlight how notions of what is an “appropriate” 
memory figure for the black freedom struggle have changed over time. Throughout I shall provide insight into how public memory and commemora-
tion have downplayed women’s roles in black history, thereby challenging the male-centred historiography of the black freedom struggle. Further-
more my focus 19th century figures will enable me to explore the frequent use of antislavery to frame and commemorate black history and contem-
porary events, across the 20th and 21st century phases of the long freedom struggle.  

The project will contribute to the limited scholarship on the memory and legacies of Tubman and Truth as, while there have been several biographies, 
there has been very little research into their memory. Sernett (2007) expanded upon the biographical research of Humez (2003), Larson (2004) and 
Clinton (2004) to offer the first consideration of Tubman memory. Yet he focuses on Tubman’s place in “national memory” as a commemorated 
“American icon”, giving little attention to Tubman representations by artists and writers and ignoring her memory in the 20th century black freedom 
struggle. Bernier (2012) has a chapter on artistic representations of Tubman and Truth, yet this is not a detailed analysis. Indeed scholarship on Truth’s 
memory is even less well-defined and analysed than that of Tubman. Biographies of Truth were published by Mabee (1993) and Painter (1996), with 
later research exploring how Truth has been represented through literary works, such as her speech ‘Ain’t I A Woman’. However this focus ignores a 
wealth of representations including sculptures, artwork and murals. My thesis will provide full consideration of the memory of Tubman and Truth to 
recover the flesh and blood women from behind their myths, alongside offering an examination of black female abolitionists and how the antislavery 
movement is remembered. 

I shall consider several cultural sources, including Benetto’s mural Justice through the Ages (1978), the controversial mural The Dreams of Harriet Tub-
man by Alewitz (2000) and Sojourner Truth Mural by Mizrachi (2011). In the realm of sculptures and statues, I shall analyse Step on Board by Cunning-
ham and Sojourner Truth by Allen (1999). I shall also consider the representation of both women in paintings and mixed-media artwork, including The 
Sunflower Quilting Bee at Arles by Ringgold (1991) and Harriet by Catelett (1975). I will also examine the numerous juvenile texts that have been pub-
lished on Tubman and Truth, with around 50 texts on Tubman alone from the 1950s onwards. Finally I shall examine arterial culture, literature and the 
presence of Truth and Tubman in protest movements’ documents, magazines and flyers. 
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I graduated from The Uni-
versity of Hull in 2014 with 
a First Class Honours de-
gree in BA Criminology 
with Law. My final dissertation focused on 'Exploring the issues surrounding human trafficking and sexual exploitation of women 
and children in Great Britain.' This project, as well as other life experiences, lead to my substantive interest in human trafficking 
and modern slavery. 

I have a great deal of practical experience alongside my academic knowledge, I spent over five years volunteering as a Special 
Constable with Humberside Police, being heavily involved in a numerous projects, arrests and raids. My particular interest sur-
rounded crimes involving women and children, the process of retribution and offender management.  

I have also worked at two law firms in Hull and York, in criminal law, family law and medical negligence. My current endeavours 
surround gaining applied experience within the educational, post-16, setting. I have taught classes at South Hunsley School, 
Wyke College and Hull College, and hope to expand my practice with the aim of gaining a position as a Lecturer following com-
pletion of my PhD. 

Outside of university life I enjoy playing all sports, in particular netball, in which I have regional representative honours, and 
have played at national levels. Moreover, I have coached at Chevrons Netball Club, one of the most successful clubs in York-
shire, for over 8 years and have recently become Chairperson of the Club. In my spare time, I also like to watch films, read crime 
novels, go to the gym and watch rugby league and football. 

My work focuses on the problem of human trafficking for sexual exploitation, through a restorative justice lens, looking at how re-

storative principles may be able to help tackle the growing international trade in human beings. This is a funded Restorative Justice 

and Human Trafficking PhD Scholarship which began in 2015, through the WISE department and the Law School at The University of 

Hull. By focusing on victims and high-risk countries the project aims to highlight the value of using restorative approaches to suggest 

improvements to current policies. 

My focus is specifically on woman and children as victims in the United Kingdom. The research will explore the way in which victims 

are treated, and the experiences they have with different organisations, such as the police and charities, from identification through 

to rehabilitation. These experiences are key to identifying the specific needs a victim has, as well as the way in which they can most 

effectively be assisted in their recovery. Human sex trafficking is a crime phenomenon which creates victims who are likely to require 

some form of physical or psychological help from different organisations. There are systems in place to offer victims support within 

the United Kingdom (UK), which have emerged over recent decades due to increased national and international efforts to tackle the 

growing trade in human beings, to protect its victims, and to bring perpetrators to justice. This research is focusing on the process of 

identifying and protecting victims, as well as subsequently reducing their chances of re-victimisation.  

Considering government frameworks and policies is also fundamental to the project. The UK government took a step towards estab-

lishing the afore mentioned objectives and created the Modern Slavery Human Trafficking Unit (MSHTU) which is a victim-focused, 

multi-agency organisation led by the National Crime Agency (NCA). They provide knowledge and support towards the UK’s fight 

against human trafficking and modern slavery. The organisation also aims to prioritise ‘identification, recovery, support and, when 

appropriate, repatriation of human trafficking victims’. The NCA considers itself as essential in protecting the public and bringing seri-

ous, organised criminals to justice. They are concerned with serious threats which present a high risk to the UK, as such the NCA cre-

ated the MSHTU in response to the growing threat of modern slavery within the UK. 

My project will gather data from individuals who have the responsibility of identifying 

and referring victims of human sex trafficking, these front-line practitioners will in-

clude individuals from organisations such as; the police force, the health care sector, 

border control, Bernardo’s and the Salvation Army. Survey research will initially be 

used to gather the data. Following primary data collection, the results will be ana-

lysed and restorative justice practice’s will be looked at as a potential theoretical con-

sideration; could restorative principles and ideologies benefit victims of human 

trafficking? Can restorative ideologies help to improve current frameworks? The pro-

ject then aims to highlight the potential use of restorative justice as a tool to aid the 

survivors of human trafficking and sexual exploitation, in their process of healing and 

restoration. 

CHLOE WILSON 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING & RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 

University of Hull 
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Faith’s first job after university was 
as researcher, later assistant editor, 
at Readers Digest Books, New York,  
and for two years after moving to 
the UK, she was foreign correspond-
ent to the West Virginia Hillbilly, writing a monthly feature entitled ‘Hillbilly in the Olde Countrie’.  After her first postgraduate degree 
in 2000 she changed careers, working until 2012 as an equality and diversity adviser in higher education, and from 2012 – 2013 as a 
volunteer for the Equality & Diversity Forum (EDF), an umbrella group of British equality and human rights charities and NGOs.  In that 
role she focused specifically on growing the membership of the EDF’s Research Network and carrying out a research needs survey on 
their behalf.  The report she wrote from that research, ‘Show us the evidence!’ Research and its importance to the equality and hu-
man rights voluntary sector’, was released in 2014.  Her article entitled ‘Probing the gap between equality and human rights’ was in-
cluded in the EDF’s 2015 publication, Beyond 2015: Shaping the Future of Equality, Human Rights and Social Justice.   

As well as her membership of Historians Against Slavery, she is a member of the Discrimination Law Association, based in the UK, and 
supports a number of human rights organisations including Liberty, the Fawcett Society, Womankind Worldwide, and Anti-Slavery 
International.  She is also programme action officer in her local branch of Soroptimist International, the world’s largest women’s ser-
vice organisation, which works to improve the lives of women and girls worldwide.   

Faith completed her doctorate in 2017 at the School of Law, Birkbeck College, University of London, where in 2010 she achieved an 
LLM Human Rights.  An American by birth, she has lived in England for most of her life. 

FAITH MARCHAL 
Birkbeck College, University of London  

a story of slavery, abolition and human rights activism 
THAT UNHOLY, UNRULY RULE OF LAW 

This book asks what is to be done when injustice persists after justice has apparently been done.   

Looking back in time to slavery in the United States, the abolitionist movements from the 1800s onward, and a specific form of anti-
slavery resistance that became known as the Underground Railroad, I suggest that contemporary human rights, human rights activism, 
the backlash such activism provokes, and the impact of that activism on legal, social and political change can never be fully understood 
without also understanding that complex history.  We ignore it, or gloss over it, at our peril.  Indeed, I regard the Underground Railroad 
as an early example of grass roots human rights activism in practice.   

From the United States’ earliest days, slavery was institutionalised and legitimised by a shifting, changing body of slaveholder law com-
prised of a series of legal decisions which, for over two centuries, protected the interests of slaveholders at the expense of millions of 
enslaved blacks.  Those decisions would go on to influence some of the most appalling human rights abuses of the 20th century, a sel-
dom-seen skeleton in the United States’ historical cupboard.    

In seeking to answer ‘what is to be done’, I focus on a particular problem:  it is that the injustice of racial discrimination and bias persist-
ed long after the ratification of the three Constitutional Amendments that were supposed to have secured justice for African Americans, 
that is, the same Constitutional rights enjoyed by white Americans.  Those rights, which we now identify with the wider project of hu-
man rights, were freedom from slavery, full citizenship, and the right to vote.  However, injustice continues to persist today, the legacy 
of centuries of adverse racial discrimination, and it continues to affect the lives of black Americans.  This is despite the efforts of human 
rights activists who worked first of all to abolish the transatlantic slave trade, slavery itself, and finally to overcome a further century of 
legally-sanctioned racial discrimination known as Jim Crow, which lasted on the statute books until the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.  Nowhere is racial injustice in the United States more evident today than in its criminal justice system, and yet the impact of that 
injustice is also hidden from the casual observer.  It is, literally, behind bars.   

The book concludes by suggesting that ‘what is to be done’ consists of taking the next steps, that is, using the history of slavery and its 
unfinished business to initiate and inform continuing dialogue, as well as the forthright acknowledgement of the devastating effects 
that racism has played, and continues to play, in American legal, social and political life, and the institutions that support it.  It means 
recognising racism itself as a form of human rights abuse that has un-grounded, and continues to un-ground, justice itself.  There is 
simply too much unfinished business for us to assume that we are ‘done with all that’, and that it’s time to ‘move on’.    

Today, especially at national level, there seems instead to be a tendency to close off such constructive dialogue.  This kind of closing off 
indicates a shift away from the kind of reciprocal recognition of our common humanity being achieved at grass roots level, indicating 
what seems to be an outright rejection of the notion that racism is, or has been, a problem at all.      

There is, in addition, another risk that is seldom if ever voiced.  It is that valorising history’s ‘heroes’ – and here I include the abolitionists 
and the participants in the Underground Railroad – risks serving as a kind of smokescreen, obscuring a deep-seated reluctance to come 
to terms with the impact of historically legitimised racism in everyday life today.   To counter that risk, it is important for today’s human 
rights activists to ask critical questions and generate sufficient political will to overcome that reluctance, and in doing to, to initiate – 
and fund – comprehensive programmes of action, sustaining them for as long as necessary.  This is crucial if the rule of law itself – in its 
best possible sense, based as it is on mutual and reciprocal recognition of each other’s humanity – is to have any future role in legal, 
political and societal relations.   
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TRANSATLANTIC ABOLITIONISM & AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTIVISM 
in the 19th century 

I am a third year PhD student in the Department of American and Canadian Studies at the University of Nottingham, supervised by Professors Zoe 

Trodd and Matthew Pethers. My PhD focuses on African American resistance in Britain during the nineteenth century and how individuals such as 

Frederick Douglass, William and Ellen Craft, Moses Roper, and Ida B. Wells used a myriad of performative techniques to challenge British racism. I 

completed my BA History degree at University College London, and finished a Masters in Public History, graduating with Distinction, from Royal Hol-

loway University. I have created the only publicly available website dedicated to Frederick Douglass in Britain – www.frederickdouglassinbritain.com - 

and have created digital maps of his speaking locations, as well as other African Americans. I am currently working on several chapters for edited 

volumes including a piece on Josiah Henson for an edited volume on Post-colonialism and memory (from a conference at the University of Notting-

ham); a chapter on Black Lives Matter for a forthcoming volume from Oxford University Press, and a chapter on Moses Roper’s resistance to British 

racism in the 1830s for an edited book on ‘Violence in the American Imagination’ (from a conference at the University of Loughborough. I am also 

working on an anthology of Frederick Douglass’s British speeches, in collaboration with Professor John McKivigan, author of the Frederick Douglass 

Papers. I have organised 

numerous public events 

in relation to slavery and 

abolition, including two 

short plays, lectures, 

public talks at heritage 

institutions and a black 

abolitionist walking tour 

of London.  

The next project after my PhD will focus on the various forms of visual culture formerly enslaved 

African Americans used to educate the British public against slavery, including the panorama, the 

use of photography and cartography, and the exhibition of whips and chains.  

University of Nottingham 

My thesis is the first full account of formerly enslaved African Americans’ impact on British society and the 

myriad ways they resisted British racism. Individuals such as Frederick Douglass, Moses Roper, William 

and Ellen Craft, Henry ‘Box’ Brown and Josiah Henson used a variety of different performative techniques 

to counter racial stereotypes that people of African descent were inferior. They exploited abolitionist 

networks and the emerging industrialism in British society to travel thousands of miles and give hundreds 

of lectures. They visited cities, small towns, and even rural fishing villages to raise awareness of American 

slavery. In these lectures, black abolitionists carefully constructed their public performances and used their own voices (on both an abolitionist and non-

abolitionist stage) to denounce white criticism. They invaded a space that was commonly denied to them, which altered the power balance between black 

and white: black men and women were visibly challenging and resisting corporeal and racial stereotypes. Using an interdisciplinary methodology that 

draws on literary studies, cultural history, memory studies and the visual culture of antislavery iconography, I provide the first examination of the fame 

and legacy of African Americans who travelled to Britain, their influence on British reform networks and their methods of performance that strengthened 

the transatlantic abolitionist campaign. I have recovered lost speeches that provide extraordinary insight into the multi-layered resistance strategies em-

ployed by black people to tell their perspective on slavery.  

Black abolitionists’ performative strategies involved a battle to construct their own image, in opposition to an audience attempting to push its own pre-

conceived notions onto a performer. Psychologist Erik Erikson argues that “identity is the meeting point between who a person wants to be and what the 

world allows him to be." By using powerful oratory, violent descriptions of slavery, panoramas, plays or props, black abolitionists fought hard to push back 

against what the ‘world allowed them to be’ and tried to create their own legacy in Britain. Visiting black lecturers could never entirely shift British socie-

ty’s obsession with the racial ‘other’ and ingrained racism, but they made numerous challenges. Their reactive and proactive agency rejected racial stereo-

types and constantly pushed at the boundaries of identity.  

I term this strategy ‘adaptive resistance’, a multi-pronged oppositional strategy enacted via a medium of performance, by which African Americans chal-

lenged racial and gender stereotypes and won support for abolition. This resistance strategy employed both assimilation and dissonance as African Ameri-

cans worked to secure their political agenda. They incorporated mimicry, minstrelsy, anglophilia, and exhibitions of their scars into their performances to 

create an aspect of the familiar to appeal to British audiences. To do this, black activists used language, images and actions as their weapons. Black activ-

ists also practiced deliberate dissent against typical Victorian norms. Employing a strategy of dissonance relied on black activists challenging social norms 

and presenting perspectives that upended white audiences’ expectations. They rejected racism and racial science, asserted black masculinity and refused 

to downplay the violence of slavery. Above all, they wanted to tell the truth about slavery. Black activists even employed both assimilation and dissonance 

in the same lecture, walking a tense tightrope between the two, negotiating and pushing the boundaries of both to fight traditional racial stereotypes.  

This black American protest tradition in Britain continues to this day: in 2015, African American activists travelled to Britain to protest police brutality 

against black individuals in both America and Britain, but in a significant departure from their nineteenth century counterparts, they refused to pay hom-

age to a tolerant British society. They highlighted the universality of racism and abuse against black and Asian individuals, and demanded justice through 

the #BlackLivesMatter campaign. Part of a new era in the tradition of black Atlantic campaigns for justice and civil rights, these 21st-century activists con-

tinued to tell – as Ida B. Wells put it in 1894 – “the black people’s side of the story.”  

HANNAH-ROSE MURRAY 
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JAMES SINCLAIR 
King’s College London 

The extent to which the involvement of the United 
Kingdom and the United States in the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan conflicts was a net-benefit on a strategic 
or geo-political level is a matter of debate. What is 
not debatable is the vast sums of money spent by 
both countries in pursuit of their military and diplo-
matic missions. Researchers at Brown University 
estimate that as at September 2016 the US has spent 

$4.6 trillion on its operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan (a figure that is likely to rise by a further $7.9 trillion to cover interest payments by 
2053).  The UK spent £8.16 billion in Iraq (2003-2015) and £21.31billion in Afghanistan (2001-2015).  How this money was spent and the effect it had on 
supply chains that lead into vulnerable states is a matter of critical importance. Both the UK and US engaged numerous prime and sub-contractors to 
fulfil military and diplomatic support services, in the case of the US, the total amount spent on contractors across both theatres between 2002 and 
2011 amounted to $206 billion.  Unfortunately, it is now abundantly clear that some of this money found its way into the hands of criminals and has 
been used to perpetuate systematic human rights abuses. 

The 2011 US Commission on Wartime Contracting (CWC) concluded that; “at least $31bn and possibly as much as $60bn has been lost to contract 
waste and fraud during America’s contingency operations in Iraq and Afghanistan”.  It went on to assert that “over reliance on contractors [had led, 
inter alia, to] criminal behaviour and blatant corruption”.  If the higher estimated figure is correct, this represents close to one-third of the entire out-
sourcing budget. Both the official CWC report and numerous academic and journalistic studies have demonstrated extensive evidence of systemic fail-
ure by the US government properly to monitor and control its contractor interfaces in Iraq and Afghanistan. These failures led directly to the enslave-
ment of thousands of vulnerable third country nationals (TCNs) upon whom the coalition war effort relied. 

It is important to note that the enslavement of TCNs on western government funded projects is not an unfortunate aberration or by-product of an oth-
erwise healthy and functioning outsourcing model; it is integral to that model. The contractual eco-system of military outsourcing is fundamentally 
broken and is deeply infected with corruption and exploitation. This should concern us all. If western governments and their contractors wittingly or 
unwittingly perpetuate the criminal abuse of vulnerable workers in their supply chains, this strikes at the heart of their claims to spread democracy, 
transparency and the rule of law around the world. The scale of these failures and the manifest unwillingness or inability of governments seriously to 
address them represents a significant threat to the overseas reputations of western governments. It also provides a lucrative fillip to organised crimi-
nals who stand to gain from the under-policed interface between western government agencies and their contractors. These criminals recycle western 
taxpayer funds for their own nefarious enterprises, which, in turn, we try to combat with further public funds. 

Whilst the US experience of contractor mismanagement and the link to modern slavery has been well documented, the same cannot be said of the 
British experience. This study provides a detailed analysis of UK military and diplomatic contractor interfaces in Iraq and Afghanistan between 2003 and 
2013. It seeks to follow the pathway taken by British taxpayer funds from Whitehall to the backstreets of South Asian cities, from whence came so 
many of the TCNs, whose efforts are pivotal to western military and diplomatic efforts overseas.  

The evidence presented herein will demonstrate that as a direct result of poorly monitored procurement policies and procedures, the UK government 
contributed to the problem of modern slavery that continues to afflict much of South Asia and the Middle East.  

Having analysed the problem, I will ask whether lessons have been learnt or whether such failures could happen again. This purpose of this is not to 
apportion blame to individual departments or civil servants; it is to improve policy protocols for future operations. The government should do this now 
and not in the heat of a future deployment, when, inevitably, the focus will be on urgent operational matters. If the government fails to correct signifi-
cant lacunae in policy, procedure and culture, it may unwittingly facilitate further state funded exploitation of vulnerable workers.  

Finally, I will explore two areas of potential progress; the creative development and use of the law in relation to vicarious liability for wrongdoing over-
seas, and the development of pioneering technology to improve supply chain transparency. I will conclude that the problem is serious but solvable and 
that with a mixture of innovation and commitment, the UK government could genuinely lead the world in the development of ethical supply chains. 

BRITISH MILITARY CONTRACTING 
and  the link to modern slavery 

James is an international lawyer, social entrepreneur and academic researcher based in London. He 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy, Politics and Economics from York University, a Graduate Di-
ploma in Law and Bar Vocational Qualification from the University of Law and a first-class Master’s 
degree in International Relations from King’s College London. He is currently undertaking research for 
a PhD at King’s. 

Having qualified as a Barrister in 2001, James developed a practice focusing on international criminal 
and commercial litigation work. In 2006, he moved to the Middle East and co-founded FSI Worldwide, 
a UN award winning ethical employment company. FSI now operates in 10 countries and has protected 
many thousands of people from modern slavery practices. In May 2014 James was admitted as a Solici-
tor of the Senior Courts of England and Wales and returned to the UK to focus on his research and the development of new legal and commercial strategies 
to combat modern slavery.  

James is a regular public speaker and writer on international human rights issues, with a focus on modern slavery and corruption. Amongst other appoint-
ments and pro-bono work, James is a member of the advisory board of Tiscreport, the most comprehensive repository of Modern Slavery Act statements. 

In addition to his legal and commercial work, James is undertaking part-time PhD research at King’s College London. His thesis analyses the link between 
British military outsourcing and modern slavery abuses amongst ‘third country national’ migrant workers.  

James is also convening a strategic litigation fund based in the UK, which is designed to facilitate legal action against companies who perpetrate modern 
slavery and abusive employment practices. 

James is a tutor for the Brilliant Club, which is an outreach program for academic researchers to teach their research subjects to bright but disadvantaged 
schoolchildren. He has developed an acclaimed course entitled ‘how can we solve the problem of modern slavery?’ His interactions with bright young peo-
ple have inspired his technology development and policy work organised through Ethical Innovations Ltd. 
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Jess Sparks is a doctoral 
candidate at the University 
of Denver’s Graduate 
School of Social Work 
(Colorado, USA); adjunct 
faculty at the Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medi-
cine at Tufts University 
(Massachusetts, USA); and 
a 2017 fellow with the Environmental Leadership Program. Her research interests are in social-ecological justice and the relationship 
between environmental degradation and forced labor and slavery, particularly in marine ecosystems. Her doctoral dissertation is ex-
ploring associations between overfishing-induced fish stock declines and increases in forced labor and slavery in the context of inade-
quate international, regional, and local maritime labor policies and natural resource governance. In relation to this topic, she currently 
has a policy analysis and theoretical and empirical refereed manuscripts under review for publication. 

Jess also possesses a masters degrees in social work and wildlife conservation. Prior to starting her PhD, Jess practiced clinical social 
work as a licensed clinician for 10 years, primarily in the subfields of victim advocacy and crisis response. She is a trained forensic inter-
viewer of child sex trafficking victims, and has previously worked for the Support to End Exploitation Now (SEEN) coalition in Massachu-
setts to improve outcomes and end commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking of children. She is also a trained community crisis 
response team member and has led crisis response teams to multiple mass acts of violence in the United States including the Boston 
Marathon bombing, and the shootings at Virginia Tech University and Sandy Hook Elementary School. 

To promote her interdisciplinary work and the often ignored social outcomes of environmental degradation, she is an active member of 
several organizations including the Social Science Working Group of the Society for Conservation Biology. 

Recent investigative journalism accounts, widespread media attention, and human rights case studies have illuminated forced labor conditions in the 
fisheries sector (Bales, 2016; Environmental Justice Foundation [EJF], 2014, 2015; Mendoza et al., 2016). Beyond accounting for the presence of labor 
abuses in scientific literature, though, coupled social-ecological systems research has largely ignored whether an environmental problem, such as over-
fishing induced fish stock declines, could be a driver of social injustices such as forced labor and slavery. This gap is likely perpetuated by historical disci-
plinary silos, but also cost, time, and access difficulties in obtaining linked, longitudinal data. However, the substantial use of forced labor and slavery in 
the fishing sector (Bales, 2016; EJF 2014, 2015; Stringer et al., 2016) suggests that overfishing has the potential to influence social conflicts like slavery, 
inhibiting equitable development and threatening vulnerable populations’ security. Therefore, ecological drivers of slavery must also be considered and 
explored in conjunction with other known drivers, such as poverty (Bales, 2006, 2007), to efficaciously mitigate labor abuses on fishing vessels. 

The question guiding my long-term research agenda is, “What is the relationship, if any, between overfishing, fish stocks, and forced labor and slavery?” 
My current research focuses on modeling marine fish stock declines and forced labor and slavery as a social-ecological system using fuzzy logic cognitive 
mapping (FCM) to assess relationships between key constructs. FCM is a participatory, semi-quantitative systems modeling technique that uses partici-
pants’ (e.g., fishers’) knowledge and experiences to define complex system dynamics, including fuzzy causality (causality represented as a matter of de-
gree on a spectrum rather than certainty), and infers proposed interventions’ impacts on the system by executing case scenario analyses (Kosko, 1986; 
Özesmi & Özesmi, 2004). Based on Brashares et al.’s (2014) Wildlife Decline and Social Conflict framework, it is hypothesized that fish stocks will be neg-
atively associated with forced labor conditions because decreasing stocks force vessels to fish longer, farther from shore, and in deeper waters to main-
tain yields. This intensification increases production costs, incentivizing the use of forced labor in response to narrowing profit margins. 

Prior to beginning empirical data collection, we revised Brashares et al.’s (2014) framework to better integrate slavery literature with empirical fisheries 
data and emphasize power differentials in capitalist systems that incite exploitative labor relationships (Manzo, 2005). This included adding contextual, 
socioeconomic constructs that create a vulnerable slave labor “supply,” and the ecological and economic context that creates a “demand” for slave labor 
in fisheries, in addition to other contextual constructs such as geography and the regulatory environment (Decker Sparks & Hasche, 2017). In the ab-
sence of empirical data, the theoretical framework presented an opportunity to integrate interdisciplinary literature and conceptualize the interdepend-
ent processes and dynamic feedbacks that could link fish stock declines and forced labor and slavery. While the framework is intended to guide empirical 
data collection and suggest points of policy and labor and fisheries management interventions and action, it also offers greater consideration of relation-
al power differentials between countries as a social justice issue within the global fisheries sector, advancing social-ecological systems research. 

Using the revised framework, empirical data collection has begun, and our current project’s specific aims are to: 
Aim 1: Test the framework’s validity and use fishers’ knowledge, experiences, and observations to refine the framework’s social -ecological system’s 
components, organization, and interrelationships; 
Aim 2: Characterize and quantify the relationship between fish stock declines and slavery, described initially in qualitative semi -structured interviews, 
using adjacency matrices to calculate standard system metrics; 
Aim 3: Identify constructs that potentially mediate and/or moderate the relationship between fish stock declines and forced labor an d slavery; and  
Aim 4: Explore how the system might react under a range of possible changes in fish stock abundance and fishing intensification by executing case 
scenario analyses based on proposed fisheries and labor interventions and policies.  

It is expected that applying social science methodologies to fish stocks will advance scientific understanding of a poorly understood social-ecological 
injustice, and influence fisheries management and policy-making processes in regards to labor, slavery, and natural resource management. Linking two 
previously disparate problems has the potential to generate more human empathy toward the plight of overfished stocks and the more than three mil-
lion vulnerable persons dependent on them for food and livelihood (FAO, 2014); offer greater consideration of relational power differentials between 
countries underlying overfishing practices and the lack of fishing regulations; and alter educational messaging to better curb the unsustainable fish con-
sumption driving overfishing and hypothesized increases in forced labor.  

JESS SPARKS 

LINKAGES BETWEEN OVERFISHING-INDUCED STOCK DECLINES & 

INCREASES IN FORCED LABOUR AND SLAVERY ON THE HIGH SEAS  

University of Denver 
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Laura is a PhD researcher at the University of Derby, 
where she is a fully funded by the Department of So-
cial Sciences. Laura is being supervised by Dr David 
Walsh, where she is researching the criminal investi-
gation of human trafficking and modern slavery. Her 
research is focussing on multi-agency partnerships 

and intelligence sharing as cornerstones for investigating human trafficking and modern 
slavery, and is currently collaborating with various police services across the UK to help 
improve the criminal investigation of modern slavery crimes. 

She received her first degree in criminology from the University of Barcelona, winning an 
award for the Best Academic Record. She went on to complete a postgraduate degree in 
Criminal Profiling and Investigative Psychology at the University of Barcelona. At the Uni-
versity of Derby, Laura gained her MSc in Criminal Investigation and was awarded the 
Dean’s prize for Postgraduate Academic Achievement in Law, Humanities and Social Sci-
ences. Her paper based on her Masters’ dissertation (co-authored with Dr Walsh) has 
been accepted for publication in the Journal of Psychiatry, Psychology, and Law.   

LAURA PAJÓN 
University of Derby 

Combating human trafficking has become a growing priority around the world. While 
many publications exist on the phenomenon of human trafficking (HT) and modern slav-

ery (MS), very little empirical research is available concerning its criminal investigation. Recently, academic publications have been fo-
cused on the obstacles that law enforcement agencies face when investigating these crimes (e.g. the lack of training and expertise of 
law enforcement personnel, new laws, complex investigations, communication problems, and identification and contact with victims). 
Despite this lack of research, there has been a recognition, from both the academic community and the practitioners, of the need for 
the development of successful strategies to investigate and prosecute MS crimes. Nevertheless, the lack of agreement in regard what 
success looks like and the lack of clarity and clear methodology in assessing the performance of policing, make the examination and 
evaluation of police performance when investigating MS crimes a highly complicated task. The present research aims to fill this gap by 
providing a theoretical framework that provides a suitable structure to underpin the criminal investigation of MS.  

Introduction 
Over the last few years, despite cooperation between academics and police (aimed at developing a more evidence-based approach to-
wards policing), criminal investigation is still one of the least researched areas in policing. Hence, few theories have emerged from re-
search with regard to criminal investigation. Nonetheless, academics agree (i) that police investigation is an information-rich and 
knowledge intensive practice, whose success depends on turning information into evidence; and (ii) that police investigation units cre-
ate value by solving unique problems. Both statements have implied the consideration that the criminal investigation may well be ex-
plained by the Value Shop Model (VSM), a theoretical model based on knowledge that describes the investigative process in five main 
stages (that is, problem definition, problem solving approaches, solution choice, solution implementation, and evaluation). It is argued 
that, because of the idiosyncratic characteristic of the investigations of MS crimes (as they tend to rely more than other type of crimes 
upon innovative investigative practices, such as multi- agency partnerships), a more tailored framework based on the VSM is aimed to 
be developed. 

Methodology 
After conducting semi-structured interviews with very experienced and senior professionals from law enforcement agencies, govern-
mental bodies and NGOs with expertise in the criminal investigation of HT and MS crimes from different ranks, a thematic analysis was 
conducted identifying the different actions taken when investigating MS. Based on the VSM as a framework, a thematic analysis was 
conducted identifying the main dimension within the criminal investigation. Next, an inductive thematic analysis was developed explor-
ing the specific actions taken through the investigation. Inductive driven codes were extrapolated, which were then grouped into 
themes, attempting to represent the actions taken by police officers during the investigation. After identifying these actions and testing 
its reliability, a theoretical framework was developed, which gathered these actions as well as their interconnection. Inter-rater reliabil-
ity was assessed for both codes and themes, finding strong levels of concordance between the raters. Furthermore, a complementary 
thematic analysis was also conducted identifying predictors of police performance. 

Results and discussion 
The present study suggests that the VSM can be used to provide an operational framework for the investigation of MS crimes. The pre-
sent study reveals that decision making and evaluation has a pivotal role when developing the investigation. These findings have two 
important implications. Firstly, that constantly reviewing the previous stages of the investigation is not only a frequent but also a neces-
sary practice for police officers. Secondly, different aspects (e.g. victims’ cooperation and organisational culture) need to be considered, 
since such aspects may well act as constraints, adversely affecting any subsequent evaluation of the investigation. 

Future implications 
The development of a theoretical framework tailored to the specific characteristics of the MS enables the empirical evaluation of police 
performance that understands the criminal investigation as a process rather than as a sequence of independent actions. A new method-
ology to evaluate performance based on the results will also be proposed. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OF MODERN SLAVERY CRIMES  
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I have 10+ years’ experience in lecturing, mainly in the areas of business studies. What I enjoy the most 
is challenging my students to bring out the best in their academic experience by encouraging them to 
think outside the box. I feel that with the right kind of motivation open communication and participation 
in and outside the classroom, will ensure overall a great learning experience.  

Currently I have made a choice to pursue a higher level in the world of academia with the intention of 
becoming an Africanist! In the process, I started my PhD at the University of Hull in 2012, and have now 
widen my scope of specialism in areas of International Business, Social Justice, Human trafficking African 
Migration studies, Feminist studies, Contemporary and Historical Slavery and Criminology. I am interest-
ed in factors that affect women round the world with specific focus on African women, in order to gain a 
better understanding on how economic, post-colonial, political and social changes have affected and are 
affecting them to this today. In relation to my research how they are vulnerable to traffickers.   

In 2013, I was 1 of 7 researchers selected to 
join the University of Oviedo (Spain), and was 
awarded a grant for my research. Upon com-
pletion of my research I will also receive, a 
Joint PhD from the University of Hull (UK) and 
the University of Oviedo (Spain) this program 
is invaluable in helping me achieve my objec-
tives.   

My personal background and experience of living, working and studying in several countries namely the USA, Kenya, India, France, Great Britain, and 
Spain has given me the opportunity to have an open mind, think outside the box, work, and live with people of different backgrounds. This has given 
me a greater insight on understanding students' experiences especially when settling to study in a foreign country. 

LILY OKECH-APPIAH 
University of Hull 

The purpose of this research 
The purpose of this research is to investigate and increase our knowledge on the root causes of human trafficking of young girls and women from Eastern Africa 
to Western Europe. The research considers the impact that trafficking has on sending and receiving countries. It focuses on the health of the victims and on their 
immigration status upon arrival in Europe.  It considers areas such as the identification of victims by European authorities, their initial reception and the support 
provided. Available literature suggests that there is a need for a more balanced approach to research on trafficking, which, to-date has been primarily ‘Western-
centric’ with very limited ‘Afro-centric’ research.   

The existing literature on human trafficking from Africa to Europe is very low, compared to research on trafficking from other parts of the world. The existing 
research on African, and African victims, is mainly focused on the West Africa region, Nigeria in particular. This study intends to fill the gap in the existing litera-
ture by focusing on East Africa as a region and specifically, Kenya as a country.  

The case study will focus on trafficking of young girls from Kenya to Italy for the purpose of sexual exploitation.  This will be further contextualised by considera-
tion of the trafficking in persons to other European countries. 

Human trafficking is a gender oriented crime; it is the only area of transnational crime in which women are significantly represented – as victims, perpetrators 
and as activists seeking to combat the trade.  

Problem statement  
The research project explores the extent in which there has been an influx of irregular im-migration through various illegal or ‘legal’ channels by human traffick-
ers enabling them (human traffickers) to traffic girls and women from Kenya into Italy and force them (girls and women) into the sex trade industry. In particular 
the research focuses on the factors which promote and maintain HT in large numbers, and the root causes which make these persons vulnerable and fall victim 
to human traffickers. 

Theoretical background  
Human Trafficking is a multidimensional subject and has orchestrated debated from various scholars in the fields of migration, economic, anthropology, and law, 
and yet it lacks a well-developed theoretical framework.  The research has selected three theories which would enable the researcher to explain the discourse 
arguments, applied are: 
• Strain/ Anomie Theory (Criminology)  
• Rational Choice Theory (Criminology / International Law)  
• Sex Worker Theory (Anthropology/ Feminism)       

The researcher has intends to focus on a critical discourse on the three main actors in the industry the Survivors (former Victims of human trafficking) the 
Trafficker (former traffickers) and the Anti-Human trafficking Campaigners. 

Approach taken and Methodology  
The research aims to use a holistic approach by focusing on both Legislation and History (which should be analysed hand in hand). This would be a better way to 
predict the possible future outcomes with the introduction of new legislation, both international and national. 

Methodologically, the study employs a qualitative research method in data collection and analysis. Accordingly, the research largely relies on survey of literature 
to solicit conceptual and theoretical discourses. The researcher also employs qualitative content analysis approach in gathering information from legal instru-
ments, policy documents and official (governmental) and IGOs and NGOs reports. In addition, interviews are conducted with different key informants to get first
-hand information; and to corroborate information gathered from secondary sources 

Significance of the study  
The significant of the study is a follows: 
• The research will contribute to policy making and legislation for nations that intend to focus on curbing this malevolent enterprise. 
• Contribution to more uniformity to better measure and produce counter-measure (anti-trafficking) measures 
• Better indicator of what influences trafficking. 
• Significant to researchers and policy makers who are interested in dealing with the subject matter of women trafficking and related issues as a moti-
vating (inspiring) input and/or source of reference. 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING OF AFRICANS TO EUROPE CASE STUDY 
trafficking of women and girls from Kenya to Italy for the purpose of sexual exploitation 
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ACCOUNTING FOR CHILD TRAFFICKING FLOWS 
from Vietnam, Albania & Nigeria to the UK  

No stranger to working with, and on behalf of vulnerable groups, Loria-Mae 
worked for five years with children from vulnerable communities in Guyana 
where she was given ‘first hand’ exposure to the plight faced by individuals 
who were severely socially and economically disadvantaged. Driven by her 
quest to both understand the nature of local and international development 
and to be a positive agent of change, Loria-Mae pursued an International 
Relations degree at the University of Guyana where she was awarded, among other prizes, the President’s Medal as the best gradu-
ating student/valedictorian. Loria-Mae continued her academic journey in Geneva, Switzerland where she had been granted a full 
scholarship by the Graduate Institute to pursue a Master’s degree in Development Studies. Her rigorous two-year training at this insti-
tution provided her with an in-depth knowledge of the dynamics of development, as well as an avenue to explore the nature of social 
protection – one of her many areas of interest. Craving yet another opportunity to merge her love for children, training in international 
development and international law, and her fervent desire to ensure that the wellbeing of children is safeguarded, Loria-Mae applied 
for entrance to the PhD Law Programme at the University of Hull, endeavouring to focus on child trafficking. She was subsequently 
admitted to this Programme in 2016 and awarded a scholarship, in collaboration with the Wilberforce Institute for the Study of Slavery 
and Emancipation. Loria-Mae’s policy-focused research is framed by the legal and development contexts of four countries (Vietnam, 
Albania, Nigeria, United Kingdom) and the international legal responsibilities that are incurred in response to the transnational move-
ment of trafficked children to the United Kingdom. Complementing her stellar academic background is her diverse professional work 
experience which includes her work for the International Labour Organization (where she serves as a Consultant), the United Nations 

Children’s Fund, and the 
International Organisa-
tion for the Least Devel-
oped Countries. 

University of Hull 

LORIA-MAE HEYWOOD 

Based on statistics derived from the United Kingdom’s National Referral Mechanism three countries, representing three different regions and 
two development groupings, have been noted to consistently traffic the highest number of children to the United Kingdom (UK) per year from 
2012 (from when yearly statistics became available). These three countries, in order of precedence are Vietnam, Albania and Nigeria. My re-
search is aimed at unearthing the combination of push and pull factors that together influence trafficking trends between respective source 
countries and the United Kingdom. In my research enquiry, I have adopted a development-legal child-centered perspective as I seek to examine 
the child protection and child trafficking laws and policies in each of the four countries involved in this study, as well as the state of develop-
ment in each country. Following this in-depth review and analysis will be a comparison between the source countries (Vietnam, Albania and 
Nigeria) and the destination country (the UK) as I seek to understand the legal and development context in which transnational trafficking 
emerged, and through which international law and international responsibilities pertaining to the trafficking of children become applicable to 
the respective states.  

To date a review of existing literature has revealed that Vietnam, Albania and Nigeria have similar yet distinctly different relationships and his-
tories with the UK.  Vietnam’s history of trafficking children to the United Kingdom is framed by the Vietnam-American war which resulted in 
throngs of Vietnamese seeking refuge in the UK, particularly from the end of the war in 1975. Subsequent movements to the UK were stimulat-
ed by Vietnam-China border disputes, the Chinese invasion of Vietnam in the late 1970s, and attempts to be re-unified with family members in 
the UK. From these movements to the United Kingdom eventually emerged human and child trafficking flows mainly catered towards cannabis 
cultivation. Taking advantage of debilitating factors such as poverty and a desire for better economic and educational opportunities, and facili-
tated by factors such as the reported competitive electricity market in the UK, human traffickers have entrapped hundreds of children in the 
cannabis industry. The UK has likewise played a role in nurturing the cannabis trade with its historic demand for cannabis, and the relatively low 
level of prioritisation given to its cultivation among other factors. In the Albanian case, instability and a desire for betterment were similar pre-
cursors to the trafficking of children to the United Kingdom. The fall of the Iron Curtain in the late 1990s, large-scale resultant drives towards 
privatization, the anarchy resulting from collapsed pyramid schemes in 1997, the throngs of Kosovan Albanians that sought refuge in Albania 
due to the neighbouring inter-ethnic fighting in 1999, and the perpetuation of trafficking by UN peacekeeping forces during this Kosovan crisis 
all contributed to the destabilization of Albania. This opened the way for the trafficking of persons both as a way to generate income for 
traffickers and due to the vulnerable state of victims. It is within this context that the trafficking of Albanians to the United Kingdom is under-
stood. Finally, in contrast to Vietnam and Albania, significant Nigerian-UK relations were initiated by the United Kingdom which exercised colo-
nial dominance over Nigeria’s territory up to 1960 when the country gained independence. The movements of Nigerians to the UK were initially 
facilitated by its Commonwealth status as well as a bloody civil war from 1967-
1970.  A migratory surge to the United Kingdom was once again stimulated by 
financial collapse, political repression, and desires to pursue studies during the 
mid-1980s as well as a quest for refugee status in the 1990s. Subsumed in such 
contexts was the gradual trafficking of persons to the UK. On the UK-side, a num-
ber of factors contributed to an environment conducive to trafficking such as the 
reported willingness to exploit the services of domestic workers due to the attrac-
tion of low wages and the opportunities for affordable child care at the hands of 
victims. 
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Coming from a 
business back 
ground, my area 
of expertise pre-
viously lay in the 
area of sales and 
communication. 
I have worked 
for several years 
in India in marketing and sales of educational and technology products. Previously, I have studied accounting for my Bachelor’s degree 
and marketing for my Post-Graduate studies. As a PhD student in management in France, I am now interested in studying how organi-
sations strategise to create, maintain and disrupt institutions.   

I became interested in the area of human trafficking as I met people working in the anti-human-trafficking field in my personal circles 
and heard their experiences and stories of successes and failures. As I studied the issue, I realized that India has a huge problem with 
human trafficking that most people are unaware of and that except for very few notable exceptions, not much had been done by busi-
ness and management scholars to study the problem of modern slavery and that there was a real need to highlight the economic, man-
agerial as well as organizational aspects of this issue. Through my research I hope to be able to contribute to the same.  

Besides this, the problems of poverty and injustice are areas that concern me and I would like to examine in detail the role of organisa-
tions and managerial practices in perpetuating as well as alleviating these issues. These are areas I hope to be able to study in depth for 
the future. 

I am currently a second year PhD student at EMLyon Business School in France. I study how organization’s values and commitments 

structure their strategies and tactics to create, maintain or disrupt institutions. My research focuses on organisations working in the 

field of anti-slavery and anti-human trafficking. In November of 2017, I will be leaving for a 10 month organizational ethnography with a 

leading anti-slavery organization working in India and Nepal. I will be travelling around the countries and be based in their various sites 

in Nepal (Kathmandu and the area along the border with India) and India (Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Kolkata, Delhi and Mum-

bai), to understand the role and the strategies of the organization in fighting trafficking and slavery in an institutional setting where 

such practices are often conceptualized as being harmless to society and sometimes even portrayed as just the way things are.  

The issue of human trafficking and slavery has clear economic and organizational/managerial roots and unfortunately there hasn’t 

been much research done on this issue in the domains of business and management. I have currently co-authored a paper on how oth-

er disciplines in the social sciences have conceptualized modern slavery and human trafficking and how management and organization 

scholars can join the conversation and what the different possible approaches are that can be utilized to contribute to the discussion 

on modern slavery. Looking at the disciplines of sociology, law, political science, social work, economics and healthcare, I have attempt-

ed to weave together the distinct ways that various disciplines frame the issue of trafficking and slavery and the major debates within 

each around the same. This should enable management and organization scholars to find various commonalities as well as points of 

divergence to which they can usefully speak.  

For my PhD research I am currently studying organisations globally (social enterprises and NGO’s) working in the area of anti-slavery 

and the different strategies they adopt and the role their values play in structuring relationships across national boundaries. I am study-

ing their search for potential partners and possible alliances and how they collaborate to overcome various regional institutional barri-

ers to ending slavery.  

I am also focusing on one organization working in India and Nepal in the area of sex trafficking. I aim to understand how one of the 

most dominant institutions in India and Nepal- the caste system, which often plays a significant role in modern slavery on the conti-

nent, can enable as well as hinder the work of anti-slavery organisations. I am seeking to understand how organisations undertake in-

stitutional work and use elements within the institution itself as well as from other neighbouring institutions and the field to disrupt it. 

From my discussions with various actors, I believe that in developing economies, as formal institutions are often not very developed 

and strong, the role of informal institutions, such as cultural and social practices is critical in legitimizing beliefs, attitudes and practices. 

Hence, to gain a proper grasp of the issue of modern slavery on the continent, it is necessary to understand the nature and role of in-

formal institutions since they are often stronger and more prevalent in developing economies. Organisations fighting such societal level 

problems often have to rely on their understanding of informal institutions as well as learn how to use the currently available institu-

tional material to build bridges into cultural and societal practices so as to be able to change or adapt the institution for their particular 

purposes. These are the areas that I would like to focus my research on for the remaining part of my PhD. 

ORGANISATIONS FIGHTING MODERN SLAVERY & THE 

ROLE OF VALUES IN ORGANISATIONAL STRATEGY 

EMLYON Business School 
ROSCOE CONAN DSOUZA 
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Shona Thompson is a cur-

rent MA and future PhD 

student in the History 

department at Lancaster 

University, England. Her 

MA thesis, titled ‘“Blood on the Leaves and Blood at the Root”: Commemorating Racial Violence in the United States’, examines com-

memorative responses to spectacle lynchings and their implications for present-day audiences with a focus on audience positionali-

ty. It addresses complex arguments centred around the problematic concept of empa-

thy, investigating the paradoxical nature of empathetic engagement with a range of 

commemorative sites including museums, photography exhibitions, living history re-

enactments, and sculptural memorials. Her PhD studies, which will begin in October 

2017 funded by a Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Research Scholarship, will explore 

the relationship between theories of pain and the use of the black body in sculptural 

memorials to slavery. 

SHONA THOMPSON 
Lancaster University 

My research proposes to explore the relationship between theories of pain and the use of 
the black body in sculptural memorials to slavery. Though corporeality is central to our un-
derstanding of the Black Atlantic, Elaine Scarry’s The Body in Pain argues that violence and 
the memory of it is fundamentally “unsharable”, “incomprehensible” and 
“unthinkable” (Scarry 1985: 4). In the face of extreme violence, the victim loses the ability 

to communicate their pain in any meaningful way; losing their means of description as they 
are confined to the fully corporeal experience of unintelligible pain. The trauma of slavery’s 

legacy, then, is inexpressible—much like pain itself—and memorials which endeavour to convey such suffering are condemned to fall short in 
their struggle to represent the unrepresentable. My research will investigate those memorials which attempt to use the body as a means by 
which to convey the most extreme physical violence—bondage, torture, the conditions of the Middle Passage—inflicted by slavery as the point 
at which the theoretical studies of African American corporeality and suffering converge with contemporary society’s understanding and rep-

resentation of this 
memory, and will 
identify the roots of 
these present-day 
manifestations in 
nineteenth-century 
racial discourse.  

The immediacy of current racial tensions in the United States demands the attention of historians who can explicate the intricate workings of 
historical discourses and reveal how they continue to impact society worldwide. The recently built National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture in Washington D.C attests to this. Yet, with its focus on bodily pain my research will go further. It will be central to our under-
standing of and relationship with others, and will shed light on how we attempt to represent and share a pain that we ourselves could never 
truly hope to comprehend.  

The research will answer the following questions: 
• What are the implications of displaying the black body in pain in public spaces?  
• To what extent is it possible for artistic modes of representation such as sculptural memorials to adequately commemorate the 
history of racial violence? 
• Are memorials able to elicit the emotional response required from their audience to promote understanding, raise awareness, 
and honour those who have suffered? 
• Do representations of the black body in pain carry the same meanings as they did when they were used in abolitionist activism, 
or are the implications different for a present-day audience?  

My research will build upon studies written by historians of race, memory, and violence whilst situating material culture and theories of the 
body at its core. It aims to explore the history of racial violence and slavery from the position of the bodies that experienced it, publicised it, 
and memorialised it. Furthermore, as my primary texts will be memorials—which as a medium not only marks history but harnesses the power 
to change it—the research will engage with contemporary and future American social, political, and cultural issues. 

My research will contribute significantly to present conversations over race relations in the United States and stands to enrich a range of ques-
tions currently engaging memory studies, including ideas on the representability of individual and collective pain and trauma, the cultivation of 
and interplay between individual and collective memory, and the extent to which memorial sculpture can engage with memories of violence 
and elicit the required responses from their audience to promote understanding and raise awareness. I will bring to light the influences of the 
racial discourses that have fashioned and refashioned representations of the black body in pain, cautioning against the adoption of such im-
agery in memorialisations to slavery and racial violence and forcing a recognition that the memory of this history must be viewed as something 
beyond that which is merely skin deep. 

I would love to have the opportunity to discuss my research with professionals and other postgraduate students. Being at such an early stage 
in my doctoral studies, I believe that exploring interdisciplinary approaches to the study of slavery—both in the past and present—will provide 
an invaluable insight into the potential impact of my research. The plenary session on ‘Ideas to Impact’ is particularly appealing to me; as a 
historian working primarily from home or in an office, one often feels isolated from the wider world. To be given the opportunity to connect 
my research to activism and the fight to end slavery and inequality would be incredibly valuable. 

SLAVERY, VIOLENCE & THE BLACK BODY IN 

PAIN IN AMERICAN MEMORIAL CULTURE 

29 



 

 

Yvonne holds a BA (hons) degree in History and Religious Studies from Lancaster Uni-

versity and a MA in International Slavery Studies from the University of Liverpool, 

Yvonne went on to graduate with Distinction from Liverpool John Moores University 

with a Graduate Diploma in Law. Yvonne enrolled as a PhD candidate and Graduate 

Teaching Assistant within the Liverpool Law School. Yvonne conducts research on con-

temporary anti-slavery strategies, focusing on the UK’s Modern Slavery Act 2015. This 

research examines current approaches to anti-slavery and the conceptualisation and 

framing of ‘modern slavery. Yvonne’s thesis will argue that in order for anti-slavery 

strategies to produce effective and sustained results they most offer a more holistic 

approach, which not only places the victim at the centre but also addresses the broader 

concept of exploitation 

and the related struc-

tural factors which 

contribute to vulnera-

bility, rather than fall-

ing victim to the histor-

ically cyclical nature of 

depoliticisation and 

antislavery. 

University of Liverpool 

Following the legal abolition of slavery and the slave trade, freedom from enslavement became an established fundamental right in 

international law. However, despite legal abolition, the issue of slavery has persisted and continues to exist as a social and economic 

phenomenon. The presence of anti-slavery sentiment has not been consistent; there has been an ebb and flow to political and social 

interest in the issue. Recently the issue has proliferated, moving from a marginal to a mainstream societal issue. Increasing awareness 

of the issue of trafficking has seen a surge in the political and social interest in the cause of ‘modern slavery’. The term ‘modern slav-

ery’ has undergone what some have called a ‘domain expansion’, covering a large expanse of issues such as slavery, trafficking, forced 

labour, debt bondage, forced marriage, inter-country adoption and fostering, organ trade, as well as prostitution. The contemporary 

‘re-emergence’ of the trade and exploitation in human beings is often linked to globalisation and neoliberal economics, yet the legal 

responses and the mechanisms in place to combat not only slavery but the broader problem of exploitation do not reflect this.  

Within the neo-abolitionist era there are many intersecting terms and definitions, which are applied to situations of unfree or exploita-

tive labour. Although each of these terms has a distinct legal definition the narrative surrounding slavery has become blurred with the 

use of the umbrella term modern slavery and the conflation of slavery and trafficking. However, academics such as Julia O’Connell Da-

vidson suggest that the discourse of trafficking as modern slavery “closes down, rather than opens up, possibilities for effective politi-

cal struggle against the restrictions, exploitation and 

injustices that many groups of migrants experience.”1 Research has demonstrated that the boundaries between severe labour exploi-

tation, forced labour and slavery are blurred.2 Labour exploitation exists on a spectrum and studies show that workers can move fluid-

ly between the blurred boundaries, as there is no “clear line demarking the beginning and end of one form of exploitation to anoth-

er”.3 However, while current academic debates continue to conceptualise the problem in terms of trafficking and slavery the modern 

slavery paradigm does not take into account the full spectrum of labour exploitation. 

The aim of my thesis is to evaluate the construction of the concept of ‘modern slavery’ and the effect it has on legal responses to ex-

ploitation. My research explores the legal and academic basis for the construction of the modern slavery narrative, which places 

trafficking at its centre and assess how this affects legal responses to slavery and labour exploitation. This will be achieved by consider-

ing the response of England and Wales by analysis of the Modern Slavery Act 2015. This thesis will demonstrate that the trafficking 

focus of the narrative leads to a narrow response to exploitation centring on criminal justice. The concept of ‘modern slavery’ fails to 

recognise that exploitation – both lesser and severe forms – is a structural issue which also requires the formulation of responses to 

exploitation that are not rooted in criminal behaviour. Therefore, using the Modern Slavery Act as an example, this thesis argues in 

favour of a shift in the narrative away from the concept of modern slavery and trafficking towards a broader conceptualisation of la-

bour exploitation in order to combat such occurrences at all points of the spectrum. 

1. Julia O’Connell Davidson,  New slavery, old binaries: human trafficking and the borders of ‘freedom’ [2010] Volume: 10 Issue:2, Global Networks, 245  
2. Mike Wilkinson, Demonising ‘the other’: British Government complicity in the exploitation, social exclusion and vilification of new migrant workers[2014] Volume: 18 
Issue:5, Citizenship Studies, 500 
3. Between decent work and forced labour: examining the continuum of exploitation, Joseph Rowntree Foundation p.17 (2010)  

DOES THE FRAMING OF THE TRAFFICKING CENTRED MODERN SLAVERY NARRATIVE 

AFFECT LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES TO SLAVERY AND LABOUR EXPLOITATION? 

YVONNE ELOISE MELLON 
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